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Monthly Aummary West India Mails will be landed at Ply- 


sat meer . mouth, but will be despatched, as hereto- 
Domestic.—On the 10th ultimo, Colonel fore, pe Southampton. ’ 


Nelson and Lieutenant Brand surrendered 
to their bail, at the Court of the Old Bailey, |, 52e, Rev-, Duncan Fletcher, of Moy, 
on the charge of being accessory to the “ig =e has issued his Life of the late Hon. 
murder of Mr. G. W. Gordon. The Lord | “yy ° aan be 
Chief Justice, Sir A. Cockburn, came down we ave-trade papers to the 31st De- 
specially to charge the Grand Jury, and in Parlian 1865, have just been presented to 
the course of an address, which it occupied | F@tliament. In another column fe re- 
him upwards of five hours to deliver, ex- — two important despatches relating to 
hausted the question of martial law, de- i wre ees Fiance and a summary of 
claring it as his opinion that the whole of "The. — of t Cor care records. - 
the proceedings under it, against Gordon, © Jamaica Committee Dave smn 
were illegal.* On the 11th the Grand ean a 7 ebovarate Dy pd “oe 
Jury declared the bill against the accused | ~ *Pet- sai “the eit y f Me a 
<‘not found,” but made a presentment to | 224 contains the addresses of Mr. itz- 
the effect “that martial law should be | J@mes Stephen on the occasion of the 
more clearly defined by Legislative enact- ee N _ and ata 
ment. The Solicitors’ Journal says it is re rand, before Mr. Henry at Bow- 
credibly informed that when the Grand | *"®°* 
Jury returned ‘‘no true bill” in these On Saturday the 30th of March, in the 
cases, the Lord Chief Justice was the most | COUrTSe of an action for illegal detention 
astonished person in court. It adds that and false imprisonment, brought on in the 
it believes he intended to leave no doubt | Nisi Prius Court, Liverpool, before Mr. 
of his opinion that the bill ought to be | Justice Shee, and a special jury, the plain- 
found, though his great anxiety to put tiff being one Charles Evans, a surgeon, 
prominently forward every excuse that and the defendant one Thomas Forshaw, 
could fairly be urged for the prisoners both in the service of Messrs. C. Horsfall 
may have prevented the Grand Jury from and Sons, African merchants, it came out 
appreciating this. i ~ —— — been in the — 
; : taking the | of cruelly flogging the negroes employe 
a2 le See eer by him; and that this is. the custom 


necessary steps to prosecute Mr. Eyre for t 
‘‘ misdemeanour,” under the Colonial Go- | #mongst the traders. The revelations 
made on the occasion were such as to 
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vernors AC elicit from Mr, Justice Shee a severe de- 
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Anti-Slavery Societies, have issued their 
new circular, announcing that the Paris 
Anti-Slavery Conference will be held on 
the 26th and 27th of August next. We 
publish the text of the circular in another 
column. 

Unirep States. Congressional.—Con- 
gress has adjourned till December, save in 
the event of a quorum being present on 
the 3rd of July, when the Judiciary Com- 
mittee is to report upon the proposed 
impeachment of the President. The Judi- 
ciary Committee will continue the impeach- 
ment investigation during the recess, and 
will report on the first day of the adjourned 
session. 

' States’ Action. — The Legislature of 
Pennsylvania has passed a law forbiddi 
railroad companies to exclude coloure 
persons from their cars, or to compel them 
to occupy any particular part of such cars. 

The Lower Branch of the Massachusetts 
Legislature has passed the Constitutional 
Amendment by a vote of 120 yeas to 20 
nays. 

he Senate of Obio adopted, on the 26th 
of March, by a vote of 23 yeas to 11 nays, 
a resolution submitting to the people a 
proposition to amend the State Constitution 
by striking out the word *‘ white.” 

The Ohio Legislature has passed a bill 
establishing manhood suffrage in the State. 

The Lower House of the Missouri Legis- 
laturg has passed a bill to amend the State 
Constitution so as to allow coloured men 
to vote. 

In the Senate of the Kansas Legislature 
the Suffrage bill has been amended by 
striking out the word “male” and adopting 
an educational qualification after 1870. 

Miscellaneous.—A mass meeting of freed- 
men at Macon, Ga., on the 26th March, 
was addressed by prominent citizens, and 
resolutions were adopted, thanking the 
Congress, and declaring that they cherish 
no bitter feeling towards their late masters, 
but resolve to be as respectful and faithful 
in the discharge of their duties as ever, 
and recommending the people to accept the 
terms of reconstruction offered by Congress. 

In Tennessee, both parties, Conservatives 
and Republicans, propose to invite coloured 
voters to send representatives to their State 
Conventions. 

General Sheridan, as commander of the 
5th military district, issued an order on the 
27th March, removing from office A. 8. 
Herron, Attorney General of Louisiana, 
J.T. Monroe, Mayor of New Orleans, and 
E, Abell, Judge of the 1st District Court of 
the city of New Orleans, and appointing 
B. L. Lynch, Edward Heath, and W. W. 
Howe to their respective offices. The latter 
are stated to be all loyal men; the course 
of the three former in connection with the 
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riot and massacre of last summer is noto- 
rious. It is said that the city police was to 
be constituted without distinction of colour. 

A Union Convention, composed of nearly 
equal numbers of whites and blacks, repre- 
senting fifty-three counties of North Caro- 
lina, has been held at Raleigh. It adopted 
the name of “Republican,” and unani- 
mously adopted resolutions thanking Con- 
gress for its action, cordially accepting its 
plan of reconstruction, declaring supreme 
allegiance due to the Federal government, 
not to the States, endorsing the Civil 
Rights Bill, favouring impartial suffrage 
and universal education, and demanding 
free speech and free discussion of public 
affairs. 

It is a singular fact, that one of the first 
political acts of the coloured citizens o 
South Carolina was to recommend a ref 
peal of the law disfranchising their rebe- 
masters. 1 

A coloured man, formerly President 
Lincoln’s barber, has lately been appointed 
to aclerkship in the United States Trea- 
sury department. 

It is rumoured that Mr. Charles Sumner 
will leave public life on the expiration 
of his present term in the Senate, and 
make his residence abroad for several years, 
in order to consult the continental libra- 
ries on the subject of Slavery, of which he 
designs a history from the earliest times to 
its abolition in America. 

The Rev. Charles Avery, of Pittsburg, 
has left anestate exceeding in value 150,000 
dollars, to be devoted to the ‘‘ education 
and elevation of the coloured people in the 
United States and in the Canadas.” His 
executors have appropriated 25,000 dollars 
of this sum to Oberlin College, on the con- 
dition that the College shall never make 
any discrimination, on account of colour, 
against coloured students, and that it shall 
furnish free tuition to fifty of its most needy 
coloured students who may apply for it ; 
preference being given to twenty to be nomi- 
nated by the American Missionary Asso- 
ciation, The first of these conditions has 
always been fulfilled by Oberlin. The 
Oberlin News says that by the efforts of 
Rev. E. H. Fairchild, as financial agent, 
63,000 dollars have been already paid in or 
pledged for the new endowment of the 
College, and that little doubt is felt that 
the whole amount aimed at will be secured. 

Besides William Lloyd Garrison, dele- 

te to the International Anti-Slavery Con- 
erence in Paris, of the American Freed- 
mens’ Union Convmission, William Cullen 
Bryant, of New York, and Colonel C. G. 
Hammond, of Chicago, have been also 
elected to represent it. 

The American Anti-Slavery Society and 
its auxiliaries, will be represented by 


SLE 2 DAG OLTE CAINE 00 . 








BME ILE CLIT 2 














MAY J, 1867.] 


Robert Purvis, Esq., and Mary Grew. 
The selection of delegates has not yet 
been definitely made, but those named will 
probably receive and accept the appointment 
assuch. Itis hoped, but not certain, that 
Mr. Phillips will be able to go. 

West Inpres. Haiti.—Another revolu- 
tion has broken out in Haiti. At midnight, 
on the 22nd February ult., a large number 
of men suddenly met in front of the Presi- 
dent’s palace, and immediately began to at- 
tack it with cannon and musketry. The 
President, quite unprepared for the emer- 
gency, rallied the guards of the palace, 
and, at their head, drove off the rebels, 
who then took refuge in Fort Lamarre, 
which was subsequently attacked and taken 
by the tirailleurs. The President’s bed- 
room was riddled with shot. Thirteen of 
the insurgents were killed in the fort. On 
the 23rd, tranquillity was restored, but the 
President resolved to abdicate as soon as 
the House would meet in April. He 
changed his Ministry, and proclaimed a 
general amnesty to all with the exception 
of three individuals, viz: Delorme, Sal- 
nave, and Solomon. As soon as the Pre- 
sident’s amnesty to the prisoners was pub- 
lished, and the insurgents were set free, they 
lost no time in carrying the agitation and 
spirit of disaffection into St. Mare’s, and on 
or about the 8th March, the people of that 
district took up arms, and made General 
Nissage prisoner, but he was released on 
parole, that he would head them on the 
march to Port-au-Prince. As soon as Pre- 
sident Geffrard became aware that the 
position was untenable unless by the shed- 
ding of blood, he made up his mind to 
abdicate, as he was averse to any hostile 
proceedings; and he immediately called 
upon the Senate to meet on the 16th inst. 
to elect a President. The act of abdica- 
tion was unconditional, and was addressed 
to his Ministry and the principal members 
of the army. 

President Geffrard dismissed his former 
Ministry, and named a new one, in the 
hope of meeting the popular wish. The 
Ministry, in order to secure the popular 
voice, had called upon six popular mem- 
bers to form a Privy Council, consisting of 
the following :—General G. Paul, General 
Phillippeaux, General Petion Faubert, 
André Germain, L. Duval, and General 
Dufréne. 

Nessage is a coloured man, and so is Pe- 
tion, Faubert, who accompanied Soulouque 
to Jamaica, and was on the Staff of Pre- 
sident Geffrard. 

It was expected that these persons would 
uell all disturbance, and establish a new 
overnment, and that either General Paul 

or Duval would be elected President, but 
nothing was certain on the point, as Pe- 
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tion Faubert was very popular with the 
army. 

On the 13th of March, the President and 
family embarked on board the French War 
Steamer D’ Estaing, for Jamaica. 

Jamaica.—According to the Estimates of 
the Hon. Financial Secretary, the sum re- 
quired for the service of the Civil Govern- 
ment of the island is 382,530I. 4s. 2d., of 
which only 334,349. 5s. 8d. had been pro- 
vided for by law. A Bill has been intro- 
duced to the Council to make a further 
provision of 48,180/. 18s. 6d., to meet the 
amount required by the Financial Secre- 
tary. 

On the 12th March, the Colonial Secre- 
tary presented the Despatch from the Se- 
cretary of State, on the subject of martial- 
law, which was commented upon by the 
Attorney-General, and having been twice 
read, was referred to a Select Committee. 





PARLIAMENTARY RECORD. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
(Thursday, March 21st.) 
THE JAMAICA ATROCITIES. 

Mr. Buxton asked the Under-Secretary of 
State for the Colonies what steps the Govern- 
ment had taken in fulfilment of the pledges given 
by them on July 31, 1866—namely, 1. That any 
grave excesses of severity on the part of any 
officers, civil, naval, or military, after the sup- 
pression of the disturbances in Jamaica in Octo- 
ber 1865, should be inquired into, with a view to 
the punishment of the offenders. 2. That the 
question of compensating those whose property, 
according to the Report of the Royal Commis- 
sion, was ‘* wantonly destroyed,” should be re- 
ferred to the consideration of the Governor of 
Jamaica. 3. That there should be a revision of 
the sentences of imprisonment and penal servi- 
tude passed upon certain persons on the charge 
of complicity in the disturbances. 

Mr. ADDERLEy said he could assure the hon. 
member that the Government had strictly ful- 
filled all the pledges which they gave to the 
House in July last. A great deal had been done 
in anticipation of those pledges, if with an inade- 
quate result, still to the utmost of their power, 
in following out the measures taken by their pre- 
decessors, during whose tenure of office those la- 
mentable events occurred. The inadequacy of 
their measures was, just as much as the insur- 
rection itself, and the excessive severities which 
accompanied it, attributable to the state of so- 
ciety in Jamaica, and the mutual feelings of 
hatred engendered there between class and class. 
Yet not only had the Government done all in its 

ower under the three heads referred to by the 

on. gentleman, and tried to redress the deplor- 
able evils which had actually happened, but they 
had issued regulations which were intended, if 
possible, to prevent their recurrence, and they 
were still more intent upon introducing measures 
for the-amelioration of the state of society in 
Jamaica, to which these sadevents were mainly to 
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be ascribed. With respect to the first part of the 
hon. gentleman's question, viz. what steps had 
been taken by the Government to institute in- 
quiries into any grave excesses of severity on the 
part of any officers, civil, naval, or military, 
after the suppression of the disturbances in Ja- 
maica, in October 1865, what had occurred on 
that point was as follows. But, first, let him 
state, in pursuance of the promise he had made, 
papers would be presented by command in the 
course of two days hence, giving the House every 
information on that subject. Bat with regard 
to what had been done, on the 30th of July, 
before these pledges were given, Lord Carnarvon 
issued instructions to Sir J. Grant, telling him 
that the Government deemed it a matter of pri- 
mary importance that a thorough investigation 
should be made into any such cases as ought to 
be brought to trial, and requesting him to report 
immediately to him on what he had done, and 
also giving him general instructions that he was 
to take such measures ¢s he might think best for 
restoring confidence to the inhabitants of the co- 
lony, that strict «nd impartial justice should be 
dealt out to all classes by Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment. On receiving these instructions, Governor 
Grant consulted his Attorney-General, and they 
investigated all the evidence taken before the 
Royal Commissioners. The result was that Pro- 
vost-Marshal Ramsay was brought to trial for 
murder at the end of October, when the Bill 
against him was ignored. Then Woodrow was 
placed on his trial, being held to be the man 
most clearly guilty of very flagrant conduct in 
the flogging of women. He was tried at the 
same time, by the same Court, and with the same 
result. There were four other cases in which 
depositions were taken for the purpose of indict- 
ment; but when these two Bills against Ramsay 
and Woodrow were ignored, it was deemed wise 
on the part of both the colonial and home Go- 
vernments not to proceed further with otber cases 
then. Lord Carnarvon, however, told Governor 
Grant that if circumstances should afterwards 
arise, shewing that feelings had calmed them 
down, and there was any chance whatever cf 
getting a fair trial, he was to resume those pro- 
ceedings. A correspondence also took place be- 
tween Jord Carnarvon and Sir J. Grant as to 
whether those persons might not be brought home 
to be tried in England, and it was decided be- 
tween them that it was not wise, after the prose- 
cution had been hanging over these men for more 
than a year, to keep up those deferred and pro- 
tracted proceedings. It was thought that it 
would be against the spirit of British jurispru- 
dence to do so; and that, moreover—what was 
of even more importance—the keeping alive of 
agitation in the island would probably be fatal 
to those importa:.t measures which Sir J. Grant 
was carrying out for the social improvement of 
the colony. These persons were, therefore, dis- 
missed, and nothing further was done in their 
cases. So much for the civil officers. As to the 
naval officers, the right hon. member for Oxford 
(Mr. Cardwell) referred to the Admiralty as early 
as the 18th of June the Report of the Royal 
Commissioners, and the Admiralty answered him 
on the 5th of July, that in their opinion the con- 
duct of the naval officers at Jamaica was in every 
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way approved, as far as their service afloat was 
concerned, but that their service ashore on 
courts-martial was worthy of disapprobation ; 
but, at the same time, considering that in every 
case they were young and inexperienced officers, 
and brought suddenly to the discharge of a most 
difficult duty, and that in the majority of cases 
the proceedings of the courts-martial on which 
they served were confirmed by their superior 
officers, it was not the duty of the Admiralty to 
proceed against them. The Admiralty, therefore, 
sent a despatch to Sir J. Hope, who was in com- 
mand of the fleet at Jamaica, approving gene- 
rally the conduct of the officers afloat, but re- 
flecting severely on the conduct of those on shore, 
and also issuing instructions to guide naval 
officers in all similar cases which might occur 
again. With regard next to the military officers, 
in answer to a letter from the right hon. gentle- 
man opposite (Mr. Cardwell), dated May 31, 
Lord Hartington, on June 10, informed the Co- 
lonial office that the Commander-in-Chief had 
sent instructions to General O'Connor, directing 
him to institute immediate inquiry into the two 
cases of Cullen and Morris. On July 24 Lord Car- 
narvon asked the War-office to state the result, 
and suggested that these men should be tried by 
court-martial, and that officers should be sent 
out from England to constitute those courts- 
martial, in order to secure perfect fairness and 
impartiality. In answer to the second question 
of the hon. gentleman, he must state that he had 
somewhat misquoted what had fallen from him 
on a previous occasion. What he had said was, 
not that the question of compensation should be 
referred to the Governor of Jamaica, but that it 
should be left to him to say whether application 
on the matter should or should not be made to 
the Colonial, the Government having declined to 
entertain the proposition that it should come out 
of the jlmperial Treasury. No application for 
such compensation, he might add, had been made 
on either side. In answer to the last question, 
he had to state that Lord Carnarvon had in- 
structed the Governor, Sir J. Grant, to consult 
the judge who presided at the trials, and to as- 
certain from him whether there were any grounds 
on which, after referring to his notes, he thought 
any remission of the sentences passed should 
take place. The result was, that it appeared 
there were eleven cases tried by special commis- 
sion. Out of those eleven, the first three were 
discharged; in the fourth a nolle prosequi was 
entered ; the fifth and sixth were found guilty, 
and publicly executed; three were sentenced to 
short terms of imprisonment, which had expired ; 
and two were sentenced to one year’s imprison- 
ment, half of which having expired, the other 
half was remitted. There were six sentences for 
twenty years, in all of which cases the time, Sir 
J. Grant considered, might be reduced to seven 

ears, the reduction being to ten in the case of 

ogle; while there was one sentence for two years, 
with respect to which Sir J. Grant thought no 
interference ought to take place. 
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LADIES’ NEGROES’ FRIEND SOCIETY 
FOR BIRMINGHAM, LEICESTER, AND 
WORCESTER. 


A MEETING of this Society was held at 
Mr, Charles Sturge’s on Friday, the 1st 
March ult. The attendance was good, and 
the interest maintained to the end. 

The minutes, recording the operations 
of the Society since the last meeting, state 
that nearly 60/. worth of clothing had been 
made and sent for the use of the freed 
people; that the proceeds of the bazaar 
held at Mrs. Goodrick’s, on their behalf, 
had realised 84/. 10s. Of this amount, 10. 
had been presented to the Rev. R. J. Parvin 
for the Society he represented, and as a 
mark of personal esteem; 10/. each sent to 
Societies at New York, Philadelphia, Ro- 
chester, Cincinnatti, andSyracuse; smaller 
amounts to other places, and the balance 
paid to the Birmingham Freedmen’s Asso- 
ciation. Circulars for the bazaar to be 
held early in May were distributed to the 
company. A letter from the Secretary of 
the Madrid Abolition Society was read. 
The political disturbances in Spain had 
prevented the furtherance of the measures 
inaugurated with so much promise; but 
the earnest efforts of the Secretary (formerly 
a planter in Porto Rico, who gave liberty 
to his slaves) had induced three of the 
Commissioners from that island to give in 
their adhesion to immediate emancipation ; 
and the Governor of the island, on being 
appealed to by their opponents, declared 
himself in favour of the measure. The 
plan of emancipation devised by Senor de 
Orense, Marquis de Albaida, one of the 
Progressist leaders, proposed that all chil- 
dren under three, and all slaves above 
sixty, should be freed, and also all negroes 
introduced into Cuba since 1845, estimated 
at 100,000, and that Slavery should cease 
in five years. The Comité Francais d’Eman- 
cipation have addressed the Emperor of 
Brazil, in an ardent appeal, on behalf of 
the two millions of slaves in his empire, 
that thus his abolition of the slave-trade 
might be made complete. The three Com- 
mittees of Paris, London, and Madrid, pro- 
pose to hold a conference in Paris at the 
time of the Exhibition. It will be cause 
for the utmost congratulation if the holding 
of this conference should influence Spain 
to cast off the reproach of being the only 
Power in Europe tolerating Slavery, and 
for ever to extinguish the system in her 
dominions. The slave-trade in Africa, 
east and west, was adverted to. Recent 
and encouraging letters from Jamaica were 
read. One of the oldest correspondents of 
the Society writes: ‘‘The new Governor 
has been doing his duty faithfully and 
* rlessly, and, as means are at his dis- 
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posal, I doubt not he will seek to promote 
the improvement of the people. It is pro- 
bable he will introduce a system of com- 
pulsory education. No new stipendiary 
magistrates have been yet appointed; but 
it is understood that, as funds are forth- 
coming, they will be sent to places where 
they are most wanted. All the incidental 
expenses of supporting the established 
church are now thrown upon the congre- 
gation, and the State will simply support 
the clergymen. A new and efficient police 
force is being organized, by which it is 
hoped there will be greater security afforded 
to the poor as well as the rich.” The Com- 
mittee were anxious to impress on the 
meeting their belief that the gentlemen 
who are engaged in the prosecution of 
Governor Eyre and his officers are acting 
from the conviction “that the safeguards 
of life throughout the breadth of our vast 
empire are involved in this trial.” The 
pamphlets published by the Jamaica Com- 
mittee, written by Mr. Gorrie, advocate, 
and Frederic Harrison, of Lincoln’s Inn, 
were on the table. The following remark 
from the latter is worthy of public con- 
sideration: ‘‘ It seems strange that when a 
number of persons come forward, amidst 
all the risk and odium which surrounds 
such a duty, to vindicate great public prin- 
ciples and rights, defended by the best of 
public men for two centuries, and con- 
firmed by a long chain of solemn decisions 
of Parliament and courts of law, principles 
now for the first time openly derided by 
men in influence and power—it seems 
strange that these men are to be met by 
imputations of malice and fanaticism.” 
Mr. Roundell’s pamphlet, England and her 
subject Races,and Mr. Harvey’s Jamaica in 
1866—the narrative of his recent tour in 
the island — were strongly commended ; 
and it was announced that the annual 
meeting was likely to be held in May, 
when it is expected Mr. East, of the Cala- 
bar Institution, in Jamaica, will be pre- 
sent. 








PUNCH AND OURSELVES, 


THERE was a time when the publication 
entitled Punch had a claim to be considered 
facetious and witty. In the life-time of 
those humourists who established it—mag- 
nates in the world of fancy and mirthful- 
ness—its satire, ever pungent, was levelled 
at whatever was bad either in Government 
or in society. Crime was never lauded, nor 
did brute force find advocacy, still less 
eulogy, in its columns. Those days are 
passed with the lives of the men who 
sought to make the world better and wiser 
through a medium which Rabelais, Cer. 
vantes, Le Sage, and Shakespeare chose to 
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teach wisdom; for ‘‘to shoot folly as it 
flies,” lias been, at all times, a favourite 
pastime with all truly great writers, and 
their jesters have ever been s decked 
out in Bee: and bells.” Punch has now 
degenerated into a mere zany, stupid, mis- 
chievous, and even cruel. It has become 
political in the worst sense of that term, 
has adopted the tactics of a party, and 
that party not the one of progress. From 
the commencement of the agitation re- 
specting the Jamaica massacres, it sided 
with those who denounced ‘the nigger,” 
and applauded Governor Eyre’s brutal 
‘‘measures of oppression,” ridiculing all 
who held the view that such abominations 
as hesanctioned were fit mattersto be inves- 
tigated. We came in for our share of abuse 
and misrepresentation, but so long as this 
literary mountebank confined himself to 
merely personal ridicule, we were satisfied 
to laugh and pass on our way. Ofa 
different character, however, was his last 
jubilant shriek over the finding of the 
Shropshire magistrates in the case of Mr. 
Eyre. We then thought it only right to at- 
tempt to fight him with his own weapons, 
and as he—of course—would not insert our 
rejoinder, we venture to print it with the 
article which provoked it. 


FREE AS EYRE. 
(From “ Punch,” April 6th, 1867.) 


Well done, old Shropshire! Well done, 
Market Drayton! Quite right to ring the 
bells when the sensible Salopiar. Magistrates 
apprised Mr. Perer Taytor that he might 
go back to Town and inform Mr, Brass 
(M.A.), Mz. SHaMMYRUMSTUFF, and their 
tail, that there was no evidence on which 
GoveRNOR Eyre could properly be com- 
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recognition of Mr. StePHEN’s most gentle- 
manly discharge of his professional duty. 
‘¢The matter cannot rest where it does,” 
remarks the Séar; and we agree. Some 
manifestation of English sympathy with a 
persecuted officer must be made. Mean- 
time, why not return Mr. Eyre for Mid- 
dlesex ? 


EX-GOVERNOR (W)EYRE. 
(From Mr. Shammyrumstuff to Mr, Punch.) 


Mr. SHaMMYRUMSTUFF sends this letter to 
Mr. Punch, but entertains the conviction 
that he will not have the pluck to insert 
it. Mr. 8. cannot object to Mr. Punch’s 
attempt to make fun out of a name, which 
it is the special privilege of Mr. Punch, as 
a professional joker, to do, if he think he 
can thereby get a laugh out of his readers : 
a rare occurrence of late. Mr. §., how- 
ever, does object to Mr. Punch’s indecent 
laudations of the chief actors in the ghastly 
tragedy entitled ‘‘ Martial law in Jamaica, 
or the Eyre-ish Stew,” for he believes it is 
the first time the public scourging of wo- 
men, naked, has been treated as a joke; 
even in so serious a publication as Punch. 

Mr. S. encloses a specimen of the kind of 
wire— ‘18 gauge ”’*—woven into the tails 
of the cats used in the great sensation 
scene in the third act of the above-named 
drama: Locality, Bath; Stage-mauager, 
W. P. Kirkland, J.P; Principal low- 
comedy-man, Provost-Marshal, alias But- 
cher Ramsay; Manufacturer of cats— 
‘*tails not limited to nine,”—Peter Bruce, 
ex-private 2nd W. I. R. ; Flogger-in-chief, 
Thomas Beckford, ‘‘ butcher by trade.” 
As Mr. Punch may well doubt that such 
instruments of torture were used, Mr. §. 
refers him to Mr. Russell Gurney, who 


mitted. That ‘‘individual” as the Star— | ‘‘ was able to secure some remnants” of 
intending to be awfully severe—calls him, | those that had _ actually flayed human 


has floored the Jamaica Committee as com- 


pletely as he floored the Jamaica Rebellion. | ‘ é n : ; 
English good sense is seldom appealed to | of his office, with an illustrative cartoon, 


in vain. We really cannot murder a man 


for saving a colony. 


It may be, theore- | 


tically, proper to kill him, but the fact | 


that Jamaica now belongs to the QUEEN oF 
ENGLAND, and not to the ‘ brown-skinned, 
canting, disreputable agitator,” Gorpon, 
is a fact which somewhat overrides theo- 
ries. It is to be lamented that excessive 
punishment was awarded to some of Gor- 
pon’s dupes; but, on the other hand, 
English ladies and children were saved 
from worse than Cawnpore atrocities. So 
that, on the whole, Englishmen are very 
well satisfied that Perer Taytor, BEALEs 


(M.A), and SHAMMYRUMSTUFF, are out in | 


the cold. A word of recognition of Mr. 
GIFFaRD’s masterly demolition of the case 


for the prosecution, and as warm a word of | 











backs. If Mr. Punch could only obtain 
one of these, and exhibit it in the window 


he would probably vastly increase the po- 
pularity of ex-Governor Eyre, and secure 
his unopposed return for Middlesex. 

Mr. 38. agrees with Mr. Punch, that 
‘* English good sense is seldom appealed to 
in vain ;” but denies that the bench of Sa- 
lopian magistrates, as recently constituted, 
was in the remotest degree an embodiment 
of it. Mr. §. has, therefore, no doubt 
that the said bench would favour the 
(W)Eyre-cat system— applied, for instance, 
to poachers — if charged to do so by its sapi- 
ent chairman, Sir Bawl-wind Lay-it-on. Mr. 





* The lady admirers of Mr. Eyre’s proceed- 
ings, may accurately ascertain the thickness of 
this wire, by examining the centre C string of 
their pianos. 
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S. is, however, convinced that ‘English 
good sense” would, in such case, make 
short work of it, and probably of Sir Bawl- 
wind Lay-it-on himself, if he proceeded 
immediately, in a fit of extra-official live- 
liness, to hang the flogged man; as was 
done in Jamaica in numerous cases not 
proven against the victims. 

As Mr. Punch is represented on the Com- 
mittee of the (W)Eyre Defence Fund, it is 
scarcely to be expected he will be impar- 
tial; but he might be truthful. If Mr. 
Punch will condescend to quit the regions of 
fancy for those of reality, he will find that 
*‘ English ladies and children” were never 
even ‘‘threatened with worse than Cawnpore 
atrocities.” Mr. Punch, with his usual 
reverence for authorities, is probably satis- 
fied with the Report of the Royal Commis- 
sioners. Mr. 8. ventures, with the greatest 
deference, to challenge him to produce 
from it, evidence that those respectable 
Tories were as imaginative as Mr. Punch. 

Mr. Punch being a professed stickler 
for fair-play, would hoot at the man as a 
coward, who should strike an opponent 
when he is down. Mr. 8S. submits that it 
is still more dastardly, on the part of Mr. 
Punch, to belabour a dead man with 
calumny, which is not in repute as a 
jocular instrument. Dead men can no 
more defend their characters than they can 
tell tales, or than Mr. Punch can help 
making dismal jokes. The example of the 
ex-Governor of Jamaica— Mr. Punch’s pet 
Governor—in slandering, months after he 
lay cold in his grave, the man whom he 
had put to death, is not one Mr. Punch, 
nor any true man, ought to imitate. Mr. 
Punch professes to have a heart. He should 
remember that Gordon has left a widow. 


London, 3rd April, 1867. 











THE LORD CHIEF JUSTICE ON THE 
CASE OF G, W. GORDON. 


Lone ere this number went to press, the 
majority of our readers were in possession 
of the charge delivered by the Lord Chief 
Justice of England to the Grand Jury at 
the Old Bailey Sessions, on the 10th ultimo, 


in the matter of the prosecution of Colonel | 


Nelson and Lieutenant Brand, for being 
privy to the murder of the late G. W. 
Gordon. We cannot insert that charge at 
length ; but deem it important to publish 
so much of it as relates to the case of that 
lamented patriot and martyr. The points 
insisted upon by the highest judicial au- 
thority in the nation are as follows :— 


Ist. He questions the right which the | 


Governor and Dr. Bowerbank assumed to 
arrest Gordon. 


wye8 % 
So . % 
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_2nd. Admitting the right, under certain 
circumstances, he affirms that they acted 
illegally in handing him over to a military 
tribunal; and that the utmost extent of 
any powerthey exercised was that of placing 
him in the hands of the civil authorities, to 
be dealt with according to the established 
law of the nation. 

3rd. That Gordon’s arrest by Eyre and 
Bowerbank was avowedly “‘ by the strong 
exercise of the hand of power,” and for an 
avowed motive. 

4th. That the avowed motive of handing 
him over to the military authorities at 
Morant Bay was because it was thought no 
conviction would be got in Kingston, where 
martial law did not prevail. 

5th. That the whole of the proceedings, 
namely, of taking Mr. Gordon from where 
he was, putting him on board a war steamer, 
and conveying him to Morant Bay were 
unjustifiable making to Mr. Gordon the 
difference between life and death. 

6th. That if Gordon had been brought 
before a civil tribunal in Kingston, he 
could not have been even tried upon the 
evidence which was brought against him. 

7th. That nine-tenths of the evidence 
upon which he was convicted and sentenced 
to death would not have been admitted if 
a judge had presided over the court-martial 
who was competent to discriminate what 
rules ought to govern and regulate the re- 
ception of evidence. 

8th. That the evidence against Gordon 
was morally and intrinsically worthless, 
and utterly inconclusive. 

9th. That Gordon ought to have been 
tried in Kingston. 

10th. That if Mr. Gordon had lived, 
having been subjected to a minor punish- 
ment in Jamaica, he might have brought 
an action in England against Eyre, and re- 
covered exemplary damages. 
| llth. That Gordon was not amenable to 
| martial law for an offence which, if it were 
/an offence, was committed before martial 
| law existed. 
| 12th. That the court-martial which tried 
Gordon was an illegally constituted, bad 
tribunal, and had literally no jurisdiction ; 
it being neither a military nor a naval 
| court, as officers belonging to each service 
sat upon it. 

13th. That the great bulk of the evidence 

gainst Mr. Gordon was legally inadmis- 

sible. 

14th. That the evidence, such as it was, 
went to establish the innocence of Mr. 
Gordon of the crime with which he was 
ch 





15th. That it was “all moonshine” to 
ground a charge of treason upon such evi- 
| dence. 

We submit it is scarcely possible to con- 
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demn more strongly than do these authori- 
tative dicta the utter illegality of the whole 
of the proceedings against Gordon, and 
equally impossible for Eyre, Bowerbank, 
Nelson, and Brand to escape the moral 
responsibility which their enunciation di- 
rectly involves, viz., that they were all 
accessory to the crime of murder in the 
case of Mr. Gordon. They may escape the 
legal punishment, but the charge of the 
Lord Chief Justice stamps them with 
guilt, and the nation at large holds them 
all as morally condemned by it. 

The following is the portion of the 
charge which refers to Gordon’s case. 


I pass now to another branch of the inquiry— 
namely, whether George William Gordon, who 
was put to death under the sentence of this 
court-martial, was amenable to its jurisdiction. 
I pointed out to you some time ago that after the 
Governor declared martial law he excepted the 
town of Kingston, which is part of the county 
of Surrey, from its operation. It appears that 
Mr. Gordon usually resided a short distance from 
Kingston. He had a place of business there, 
and it appears that after this outbreak he was 
in Kingston on a visit. AsI told you, warrants 
were issued for his apprehension. He called at 
the General's house to give himself up, and he 
was arrested by the Governor and the Custos of 
the parish, and he was by them taken on board 
a war steamer and conveyed to Morant Bay. 
Now, Kingston was not within the martial law 
jurisdiction. The first question that presents 
itself is a most painful one, and it is, whether 
this proceeding on the part of the Governor and 
the Custos is one which is justifiable or not? 
And, so far as I can gather, the Governor has 
no power to arrest. Ido not know anything of 
the law of Jamaica of my own knowledge, but I 
find from the evidence given before the Royal 
Commission which sat in 1827 and 1828, that 
both the Chief Justice and the Attorney-General 
of that Island gave evidence, and in referring to 
the whole course of judicature in the island, the 


question was put whether the Governor had |: 


wer to arrest offenders, and both of these 
earned gentlemen said he had not. Therefore, 
the Governor would not have authority of him- 
self, qua Governor, to arrest Gordon. The Cus- 
tos would be inthis position. If he had any evi- 
dence before him, he would be entitled as a magis- 
trate to arrest Gordon, or cause his arrest. Now, 
the law regarding the power of a magistrate to 
arrest an offender will be found correctly stated in 
Burn’s Justice, page 273; but I do not think this 
is very material, because in a case of high treason 
or felony any subject of the realm is entitled to 
arrest a supposed offender, subject always to 
this—that if it turns out that no offence has 
been committed, he is civilly liable for the arrest. 
Therefore, I think that in their individual capa- 
cities, either the Governor or the Custos was 
warranted, if they had a really honest bond fide 
belief in the guilt of Gordon, to apprehend him. 
But in my judgment the only purpose for which 
they could apprehend him was to hand him over 
to the civil tribunal that had power to take 
cognisance of the offence. The power of the 
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magistrate is derived under the ordinary common 
law of the land. The power of the constable to 
apprehend an individual member of the com- 
munity is the same, and the duty which attaches 
to the apprehension is to immediately hand him 
over to the first authority which can be found, 
so that heshould be dealt with according to law— 
that is to say, according to the established law of 
the realm. ‘These gentlemen were not the ad- 
ministrators of the martial law authority. They 
had not only power derived from martial law to 
take up this person and to hand him over to 
martial law, but they did it by the strong exer- 
cise of the hand of power, and that had been 
avowed, and the motive of it had been avowed. 
That motive was, that it was thought no con- 
viction would be got at Kingston, where there 
was no martial law, so they took him to Morant 
Bay, where martial law did exist. The question 
is, was that an undue exercise of authority? I 
cannot help thinking—and I have a strong opi- 
nion on the point—that the whole proceeding of 
taking Mr. Gordon from where he was, putting 
him on board a war steamer, and conveying him 
to Morant Bay, was an unjustifiable proceeding ; 
and to Mr. Gordon it made the difference of life 
and death. I say so advisedly; because, after 
most careful perusal of the evidence produced 
against him, I am irresistibly led to this con- 
clusion. If the man, upon that evidence, had 
been tried—I am wrong; he could not have been 
tried on the evidence by an ordinary tribunal, 
presided over by any competent judge. I must 
stop myself—I was going a great deal too far to 
say that he could have been tried on that evi- 
dence. He could not have been tried, because it 
would not be received. Three-fourths—nay, 
nine-tenths of the evidence upon which he was 
convicted and sentenced to death is evidence 
that, — to rules, not only of ordinary 
law, but of military law, according to no rules 
of right and justice could have been admitted, 
would never have been admitted if a com- 
petent judge had presided, and if there had 
been a man of military experience of courts- 
martial, and who knew what rules ought to 

overn and regulate the reception of evidence, 
should add that, not only that upon looking 
upon this evidence I come to this conclusion, but 
that no jury, however influenced by prejudice or 
passion, if guided by a competent, honest judge, 
could, upon evidence so morally and intrinsically 
worthless, and upon evidence so utterly incon- 
clusive, have condemned that man upon the 
charge of murder. But then it is a difficult ques- 
tion indeed when you come to deal with the par- 
ties now charged before you on this indictment, 
and it is a very different thing to say they ought 
to be held responsible for what may have been 
the utterly illegal and unwarrantable act of the 
Governor and Custos in conveying Mr. Gordon 
to Morant Bay. I know it has been said and 
written it was justifiable to take Mr. Gordon to 
Morant Bay, because he had been as aw 
of high treason and sedition there as at Kings- 
ton, and therefore, as his crime was local, it was 
competent to take him to trial in that part of 
the island where he was guilty of the charge. It 
is perfectly true, crime is local, and a man must 
be tried where the offence is alleged to have been 
committed; but you have no right to choose your 
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tribunal, or to say you will take a man to te 
tried at any particular place because there may 
be a sterner judge there, or a better chance of ob- 
taining a conviction than you would have in any 
other county. So that, although Mr. Gordon 
could be tried at Kingston or at Morant Bay, 
when they had him at Kingston, I apprehend 
they ought to have tried him there. It is the 
principal town in the island—it has its assizes 
and courts of law—it is the place where the 
justices administer the law—it is in the county 
of Surrey, in the county in which Morant Bay 
is situated, and the county in which the offence 
is alleged to have been committed. Therefore 
Mr. Gordon ought to have been tried at Kings- 
ton. But when Mr. Gordon was brought within 
martial law—assuming there was such a condi- 
tion—it was not for the tribunal to inquire how 
he came among them. If Mr. Gordon had lived 
and was subjected to some minor punishment in 
Jamaica, and, having come to England, brought 
an action for damages against Mr. Eyre, it may 
well be that an English jury, presided over by an 
English judge, would have awarded him exem- 

lary damages for the wrong that had been done 
him. But the question is not that, but whether, 
being within the jurisdiction of martial law, he 
was liable to be tried. wa aa he was ina 
state of complicity with the parties who had 
broken out in this insurrection, it would be im- 
material whether any overt act had been done 
by him subsequent to martial law. If Mr. 
Gordon had done nothing for which he was 
amenable to trial or punishment since martial 
was proclaimed, I have very great difficulty in 
seeing how it was possible he should be amenable 
to martial law for an offence which, if it were an 
offence, was committed before martial law existed. 
No doubt, if it had not been for the unfortunate 
letter which was intercepted, this point would 
have been brought under the notice of the court- 
martial. But now there is another serious ques- 
tion arises; that is to say, supposing that the 
true conclusion of this discussion is that martial 
law is not the wild and extravagant exercise of 
authority which modern writers describe it to be ; 
if martial law—simply a military law—is ap- 
plied to civilians, then comes the question as to 
the constitution of this tribunal. If this tribunal 
was to be constituted according to military law, it 
was a bad tribunal, and had no jurisdiction. 
There is nothing in the Acts relating to the 
military service, and nothing in the Articles of 
» War, which authorises the mixing up of a court- 
martial with officers of the two services, and of 
which this court-martial was composed. Ac- 
cording to the Acts of Parliament and the 
Articles of War applicable to the two services, no 
naval officer was entitled to sit on a military court- 
martial unless by express authority ; andif this be 
treated as a naval court-martial, it is equally 
illegal, because it was not presided over by naval 
officers. Of course, if martial law means what 
the parties in Jamaica contend it does, there is 
an end of any thing of this sort. I now come to 
the proceedings of the tribunal before which 
Mr. Gordon was arraigned. The oath was taken 
by the members of this tribunal. They had an 
obligation imposed upon them by that oath. And 
this brings us to the second and most important 
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branch of this inquiry; that is, whether this 
jurisdiction, be it well founded, was honestly and 
bond fide exercised—whether, as suggested by 
the prosecution, it was not corrupted. Sup- 
posing there was an opinion that Mr. Gordon 
was an obnoxious and mischievous person, as re- 
gards the peace and tranquillity of the island, 
and that it was important to get rid of him; and 
supposing it was further felt there were no means 
of proof to ensure his condemnation by a regular 
tribunal, and that owing to that consideration 
he was sent into a district where martial law 
was being exercised, and if, when he came before 
that tribunal, his judges exercised these sinister 
motives, being determined to get rid of him upon 
manifestly inconclusive evidence—that, I say, 
would be a corrupt exercise of judicial functions. 
But that charge is of such a nefarious character 
that you must not put men on their trial for it 
unless you are satisfied that there is very good 
reason for it. Still, I cannot withhold from 
your attention the extraordinary character of 
the evidence, and the inconclusiveness and moral 
worthlessness of the evidence upon which Mr. 
Gordon was convicted. I have before me a re- 
cord of the proceedings, and the charge which 
was then made against Mr. Gordon. 


His lordship here proceeded with a lengthened 
review of the evidence which has appeared in the 
Royal Commissioners’ Blue-book, as adduced in 
the Blue-book of the Royal Commissioners. He 
severely commented on the incomplete character 
of some portions of the evidence, remarking that 
it was ‘‘all moonshine” to ground a charge of 
high treason on such evidence. His lordship 
then continued : 


I must particularly find fault with the taking 
of the depositions of certain living persons who 
could have been called as witnesses. Contrary 
alike to the practice and justice of English law, 
these depositions have been put in as evidence 
when the parties themselves could have been 
called. There cannot be the slightest doubt, ac- 
cording to all the rules of law, military or ordinary, 
that the great bulk of the evidence on which 
Mr. Gordon was convicted was legally inadmis- 
sible. There cannot be the slightest doubt that 
an opinion universally prevailed that it was 
to his instrumentality, to the agitation he was 
constantly keeping up, that this unfortunate in- 
surrection was to be attributed. It appears that 
the negroes of the island thought that they had 
serious causes of complaint arising out of the 
relation of master and servant, and they enter- 
tained a notion that they were entitled to get a 
portion of the land of the country without being 
compelled to pay any rent for it. It may have 
been that Mr. Gordon entered on this system of 
agitation, as many agitators and demagogues 
have done before, for the sake of the temporary 
power and influence it would give him, but with- 
out any ulterior designs. Mr. Gordon might 
have been influenced partly by the notion that 
the negroes had wrongs, partly by the desire for 
temporary power; but there cannot be a shadow 
of a doubt that Mr. Gordon never intended this 
to end in insurrection ; in fact, the evideace goes 
to prove exactly the contrary. When we read a 
private letter of his produced at his trial, it will 
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be seen that he was a man of good education and 
‘considerable intelligence, and such a man must 
have known that an insurrection would only 
lead to ruinous consequences for himself and the 
whole black people. No doubt he considered that 
he had himself great grievances; he had been 
dismissed from his office of justice of the peace, 
he had been removed from the wardenship of one 
of the vestries of the parish because he had joined 
the Baptist connexion, he was continually in 
conflict with the Custos or Governor of the 
‘ parish, and he might have been anxious to keep 
' up-this agitation on account of these grievances. 
But, on the other hand, I must point out that 
“MrvGordon was a man of far too great intelli- 
gence:to be deluded into the belief that open in- 
surrection could have any beneficial results to 
the black population. He must have known that 
even a temporary victory must necessarily be fol- 
lowed by the application of the forces of this 
country to subdue any such rebellious spirit. It 
is, therefore, impossible to suppose that he con- 
templated the outbreak which did take place. 
But I can quite understand, that considering all 
» he had said and all he had done, and that he had 
“been the master spirit which had fostered this 
disposition amongst the negro population, when 
the insurrection broke out the authorities would 
be led to suppose that he was at the bottom of it, 
and thereupon they instituted proceedings against 
him. Thinking that he was the cause of the 
calamity which occurred, although he might not 
have had any intention on his part that a rebellion 
should take place, the authorities may have sup- 
posed that he was morally responsible, and that 
such an example should be made of him as would 
have the effect of at once annihilating the in- 
surrectionary movement. It is for you to say, 
gentlemen, whether it is a true solution of these 
proceedings to say that Mr. Gordon was con- 
victed on such evidence as I have stated. No 
doubt, in the result many lamentable circum- 
stances have taken place. A man has been 
condemned and sentenced to death and executed 
on evidence which would not have been admitted 
before any properly-constituted tribunal, and 
upon evidence which fails altogether to establish 
the crime With which he was charged, and of 
which he was convicted. You judge whether, 
 lodking at all the circumstances of the case, the 
evidence justified his conviction. He was a man 
obnoxious to the authorities ; he was in the habit 
of reviling their jurisdiction and of calling it into 
question; he kept the minds of the population 
in a perpetual agitation by the power he exercised 
over them; he was a man of whom, in the opi- 
anion of the authorities, it was undoubtedly de- 
sirable to get rid of, but they would not be justified 
in putting him to death unless there was evidence 
that he was guilty of the crime laid to his charge. 
Intention is at all times the essence of crimes. I 
have seen it written, and I confess I shuddered 
as 1 read it, that it was justifiable to send Mr. 
Gordon to a court-martial to be tried, because a 
court-martial might be justified in convicting a 
jman because he was mischievous. If that was 
the principle on which they proceeded in Mr. 
‘Gordon’s case, I say it is one of the most 
lamentable instances of a miscarriage of justice 
with which history can furnish us. 
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THE FREEDMEN’S COLUMN. 


Tue latest report to the Freedmen’s 
Bureau for Georgia, states that 143 
schools are in operation, with 145 teachers 
and 7847 pupils. Some difficulty has oc- 
curred in different parts of the State, owing 
to the refusal of employers to pay freed- 
men the wages promised. It is still almost 
impossible to obtain justice for coloured 

eople in the minor courts, but in the 

igher, there is increased disposition to 
administer the laws justly. In Mississippi 
the Assistant Commissioner reported for 
January that labour was in good demand, 
and better wages offered than last year, 
while those who then treated the freedmen 
unfairly cannot now obtain labourers. 
The schools are well sustained; the freed- 
men are doing much to support them, and 
the more intelligent classes now favour 
them. Near Natchez there is some desti- 
tution among the freedmen, but among 
the whites it is much greater. The Assist- 
ant Commissioner considers that the ac- 
counts of destitution and starvation, so far 
as they relate to Mississippi, are exag- 
gerated. No rations were issued in January 
to whites or blacks, except to those in 
hospital. 








THE LATE G. W. GORDON. 


Tue following letter appeared in the 
Times of the 6th ult. 
To the Editor of the ** Times.” 


Srr,— Your — of the recent proceed- 
ings at Market Drayton gives special pro- 
minence to certain statements touching the 
character of my late husband, G. W. Gor- 
don. IJ did not wish to become his vin- 
dicator, feeling assured that time would 
do him justice, but I am urged by many 
friends, whose entreaties | can no longer 
resist, to protest against those assertions 
as utterly false and calumnious. 

As the widow of a man who was wrong- 
fully put to death, I ask at your hands the 
insertion of this protest from me, and I 
would request the additional favour of 
your publishing the subjoined testimonial 
to his character, signed by persons whose 
reputation for integrity has never been 
questioned. 

In a despatch from Mr. Eyre to Mr. Cardwell, 
dated King’s-house, January, 1856, to be found 
in the Blue-book on the Jamaica disturbances, 
entitled ‘* Papers laid before the Royal Commis- 
sion of Inquiry by Governor Eyre,” the following 
paragraph appears at page 196, paragraph 4 :— 

“It is well known out here that Mr. Gordon 
was universally regarded as a bad man in every 
sense of the walk Reported to be grossly im- 
moral and an adulterer, a liar, a swindler, dis- 
| honest, cruel, vindictive, and a hypocrite,—such 
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are the terms applied to the late G. W. Gordon, 
and I believe abundant proof might be adduced 
of all these traits,” 

The undersigned, having resided in the 
island many years, and having bad very con- 
siderable opportunities of knowing and forming 
an estimate of the late Mr. Gordon’s character 
in his various relations, do hereby protest against 
the foregoing allegations as made by Mr. Eyre, 
and declare them to be utterly without founda- 
tion. 

(Signed),—James Phillippo, sen., Baptist Mis- 
sionary, Jamaica ; William Andrews, attorney- 
at-law, Kingston, Jamaica; Robert Osborn; 
James Bell; Alexander Fiddes, F.R.C.S. Edin- 
burgh ; Andrew Lyon, Common Councilman of 
the city and parish of Kingston; Thomas Ged- 
des, Missionary, Savana-la-Mar ; James Scott, 
M.R.C.S. England; Abraham Pinto, merchant; 
Mr. Ramos, Merchant ; Robert Gordon, priest of 
the church of England, Head Master of Wolmer's 
Grammar School, Kingston.” 


One of my greatest consolations in my 
present state of bereavement is my convic- 
tion of my husband’s innocence, and cf the 
thorough uprightness of his character, and 
that one day these will be fully established. 

lam, Sir, yours obediently, 
M. Gorpon. 
Watford, Herts, April 5. 








Original Correspondence, 


A CORRESPONDENT in St. Luica sends us a 
letter, from which we make the following 
extract, illustrating the tendency of class 
feeling and colour prejudice to keep the 
coloured people in a state of subjection. 


‘*A point which I think requires some 
stress to be laid upon it is, the ruling idea 
of every white man in these countries, that 
the negro, merely as such, deserves no other 
place in society than that of the field labourer 
and artizan. Even such of the whites as 
are really liberal to us, are led away into 
the practice of this idea. The progress of 
our people has created a class of natives, 
which is now forming a strong middle class, 
and the march of events art bringing into 
reduced circumstances and beggary a great 
many of those who in former times lived 
upon the sweat and blood of our fore- 
fathers, but who now are too proud to dig. 
These people, who according to the natural 
course of things will at once fall to the 
lowest position of society, are now being 
bolstered up into rivalry with owr rising 
middle class; and the second class offices, 
for which a vast number of natives are 
qualified, and to which they aspire, are 
sedulously withheld from us, to be bestowed 
upon men whose only claim and qualifica- 
tion to them is their being of the same 
class with the ruling ones.” 
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 1, i867. 


NOTICE TO FRIENDS AND 
SUBSCRIBERS. 


Our subscribers are respectfully informed 
that their Annual Contributions to the 
funds of the British and Foreign Anti- 
Slavery Society fell due on the Ist of 
January. All subscribers to the amount 
of Ten Shillings annually are entitled 
to receive, post-free, a copy of the Anti- 
Slavery Reporter, and of any tract or 
pamphlet issued by the Society. To non- 
subscribers, the Reporter is sent on pay- 
ment of Four Shillings in advance, com- 
mencing on the 1st of January. Payments 
should be made to the Secretary, L. A. 
Chamerovzow, either in stamps or by Post- 
office Order, made payable at the Post- 
office, New Broad Street, E.C., London. .3j 


PARIS ANTI-SLAVERY 
CONFERENCE. 


THE united Committees of the Spanish, 
French, and British and Foreign Anti-Slave- 
ry Societies have issued a new Circular—a 
copy of which is subjoined — announcing 
the particulars of the arrangements in pro- 
gress up to the present time, for holding 
the International Anti-Slavery Conference, 
already advertized in these columns. The 
place of meeting is not finally decided 
upon, but it will probably be the Salle 
Herz, Rue de la Victoire ; one of the most 
commodious halls in Paris, and in a central 
situation. The French Government has in 
the handsomest manner offered the Com- 
mittees the use of the Palais de la Bourse, 
(the Royal Exchange, in the Rue Vivienne, ) 
being the only public edifice at the disposal 
of the Municipality of Paris ; but .as it is 
free only after a certain hour of the day, it 
seems at present unlikely the offer can be 
taken advantage of. As an indication of 
interest in the demonstration, the readi- 
ness of the local authorities to promote it 
is highly encouraging. 

In calling the attention of our friends to 
the new Circular, we would request the 
favour of such of them as may not have 
received one in due course, and who may 
thus receive notice of the arrangements 
only through the medium of our columns, 
to communicate to us their intentions, 
either as regards their intention to be pre- 
sent or to contribute a paper upon any of 
the subjects to be discussed. is request 
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is more especially addressed to Anti-Sla- 
very friends in distant countries—the 
United States and the West Indies, to 
wit—who are further solicited to obtain as 
much publicity as possible for the proposed 
Conferences in local newspapers, and other- 
wise to promote a attendance of dele- 
gates. No other Circular will be issued, 
except with the Cards of Membership, 
which will also indicate the time and place 
of meeting. 


CIRCULAR. 


PARIS ANTI-SLAVERY CONFERENCE. 
NOTICE OF POSTPONEMENT. 


27, New Broap Srrezet, E.C., 
London, 5th April, 1867. 

Dear S1r,—I beg to inform you that it 
has been found expedient to POSTPONE, 
from the third week in June, as originally 
suggested, to the 26th and 27th of August 
next, the AntI-SLAVERY CONFERENCE, to 
which the annexed Circular and Outline of 
Programme relate. 

In calling your attention to the said 
Circular and Programme, I would request 
the favour of your informing me, without 
delay, whether you pro to attend the 
Conference, or would like to present a 
Paper upon any of the subjects named in 
the Programme. 

The Sub-Committee would respectfully 
request that all communications on the 
subjects which are to occupy the attention 
of the Conference—many of which will 
require translation—may be sent in to 
the Secretaries not later than the 15th of 
July. 

Special Delegates from local Anti-Slavery 
Societies, or others with kindred objects, 
or from particular localities, will receive, 
on presentation of their credentials, a card 
of membership. 

The Sub-Committee presume that many 

rsons in the United States, and other 

istant countries, are likely to visit Euro 
during the Paris Universal Exhibition. It 
is submitted that advantage might be taken 
of this circumstance to appoint some of 
these persons as Delegates, and it is hoped 
the friends of the cause will make an 
earnest effort to impart to the Conference 
the character of an international Anti- 
Slavery representative assembly. 
I am, dear Sir, yours very truly, 
L. A. CHamErovzow, Secretary. 


P.S.—As there is every probability of a 
considerable influx of visitors, the Sub- 
Committee have communicated with Mr. 
Cook, the well-known Excursion Manager, 
who has undertaken to place himself at the 
disposal of those English members of the 
Conference who may desire him to secure 
for them suitable accommodation in Paris, 


ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER. 








[May 1, 1867. 


PARIS ANTI-SLAVERY CONFERENCE. 


27, New Broap Srrezet, E.C., Lonpon, 
5th April, 1867. 

Dear Srr,—The Committees of the 
BRITIsH AND FoREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY So- 
ciety and the SpanisH ABOLITIONIST So- 
creTy, (LA SocrtepDaD ABOLIcIONISTA Espa- 
NOLA,) have agreed to a suggestion made 
by the “ Comite Francais D’EmMancipa- 
TION,” to hold in Paris, during the Great 
International Exhibition, a Conference of 
the friends of the Anti-Slavery cause. 

The Conference will be held on Monday, 
the 26th, and Tuesday, the 27th of August 
next, and will probably assemble in the 
Salle Herz, Rue de la Victoire, Paris, the 
use of which has been conditionally retained 
for the occasion. 

It is proposed that this Conference should 
comprise representatives from Brazil, Eng- 
land and the English Colonies, France and 
the French Colonies, Holland and the 
Dutch Colonies, Haiti and St. Domingo, 
the African Republic of Liberia, Portugal, 
Spain and the Spanish Antilles, Venezuela, 
and the United States of America. Its im- 
mediate object is to take cognizance of the 
actual state of the Anti-Slavery question 
in these countries, and to consider what 
further means may be adopted to promote 
the final abolition of the Slave-trade and 
Slavery. 

It is hoped that representatives from 
Chili, Peru and Mexico, and Travellers and 
Misstonaries from Africa may be present. 

The Sub-Committees would be glad to 
receive an intimation of your intention to 
be present, or to forward any written state- 
ment or documents relating to any of the 
subjects referred to, it being considered of 
the utmost importance that as many of 
those as have been identified with, or who 
are interested in the Anti-Slavery cause, 
should on this occasion give their co- 
operation, either personally or by com- 
munication. 

You are respectfully requested to send 
an answer as soon as possible, but not later 
than the 1st of August. * 

On behalf of the Committees of these 


Societies, 
We have the honour to be, 
Dear Sir, 
Your’s very truly, 

WILUIAM ALLEN, Sub-Committee 
JosepH Cooper, age. | of the 
J.W. Masste, D.D., LL.D.) a yer 
Henry STerry, SlaverySociety. 


L. A. CHAMEROVZOW, Secretary. 





* Replies to be addressed as. nnder :— 
Paris: M. Avaustin Cocuin, 25, Rue St. 
Guillaume, Faubourg St. Germain, 
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Juxio L. DE VizcaRRondo, Secretary of the 
Spanish Abolitionist Society. 
Epovarp LaBou.ayeE, Membre del’ Institut ; 
President of the Comité Francais @’ 
Emancipation. 
Aveustin Cocuin, Membre 
de V Institut; Honorary 
EvcGene Yuna, of the Jour- ¢ Secretaries. 
nal des Debats; 


OUTLINE OF PROGRAMME. 
Section the First . Tue Stave TRADE. 
Section the Second . SLAVERY. 
Section the Third . THe ReEsvuLtTs oF 
: EMANCIPATION, 


I.—Tue SLavE TRADE. 

The papers under this section will em- 
brace statistics and particulars relating to 
the Trans-Atlantic African Slave-trade, to 
the internal Slave-trade in Africa, and the 
Coast-wise traffic in Brazil ; also statistics 
concerning the Chinese and Indian Coolie 
trafiic, pe | the French engagé system. 


II.—SLAvERY. 

Under this section, the present position 
of the question will be discussed, with 
especial relation to the emancipation of the 
slaves in Brazil, in the Portuguese trans- 
marine possessions, and the Spanish An- 
tilles. 


Il],—Txe Resvutts or EMANCIPATION. 

Under this head it is intended to present 
papers submitting the results of emancipa- 
tion in the English, French, and Dutch 
Colonies, and the latest information relat- 
ing to the treatment, condition, and _pros- 
pects of the Freedmen in the United States 
of America. 


PARIS ANTI-SLAVERY CONFERENCE, 1867. 


REGULATIONS. 

I.—The business of the Conference shall 
be under the control and management of a 
Committee or Bureau. 

1].—The Committee shall consist of the 
President, the Vice-Presidents, and the 


Secretaries, with power to add to their | 


number. 
III.—The Committee will be empowered 


to make, for presentation to the Conference, | 


such selections from the papers sent in, as 
may to them seem desirable, 
determine the form in which they 
submitted. 





Paris: M. Evaene Yuna, 52, Rue de Ver- 
neuil, Faubourg St. Germain. 


Mavrip: Senor J. L. pe Vizcarronpo, | 
Calle del Soldado, 4, Principal. 
Loxypon: L. A. CHamErovzow, 27, New 


Broad Street, E. C. 
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IV.—All communications relative to the 
business of the Conference must be sent to- 
the Secretaries, who will submit the order 
of the day for each sitting, keep minutes. 
of the proceedings, and be the custodians 
of all documents connected with the Con- 
ference. 

V.—Any papers which may reach the 
Secretaries after the 15th of July, and 
which the writers, nevertheless, desire 
should be laid before the Conference, will 
incur the risk of rejection. The Committee, 
however, will be empowered to make ex- 
ceptions to this rule in special cases. 

VI.—Should any member of the Confer- 
ence desire to present a resolution arisin 
out of the business before it, he will be 
required to submit the same, in writing, to 
the Committee, through one of the Secre- 
taries. The Committee will decide upon 
its relevancy, and determine the time of its 
introduction. 

VII.—Members of the Conference who 
may be desirous of addressing the meeting, 
must send up their names to the President 
for inscription, and will be heard in order. 

VIII.—Speeches will be limited to twenty 
minutes’ duration. Should the speaker 
exceed that time, the President will notify 
the same to him, but the Conference will 
have the right to extend this rule. 

IX.—If any discussion should arise on 
any proposition, no speaker can be allowed 
to address the Conference more than once, 
unless by way of explanation; but the 
opener of the discussion may reply. 

X. Speakers will be restricted to the 
precise subject under consideration. It 
will not be permissible for them to com- 
ment upon the political events of the day, 
nor upon questions of purely local interest. 
In case of any infraction of this rule, the 
President will call the speaker to order, 
and in an extreme case may withdraw from 
him the right to speak. 

XI.—The adoption of any resolutions 
submitted to the Conference, shall be de- 
cided by,a majority of votes, to be taken by 
the President. 

XII.—The Resolutions which may be 
adopted, shall be signed by the President, 
ice-Presidents, and the Secretaries. 

XIII.—Any Address agreed to by the 
Conference, shall be signed, on its behalf, 
by the President, the Vice-Presidents, and 


XIV.—The members of the Conference 


| will be expected to support the authority 
of the President and the Committee, should 


any question arise on a point of order. 

XV As the business of the Conference 
is likely to be heavy, members are expected 
to be in their places at the commencement 
of the proceedings of each session. 
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THE REVOLUTION IN HAYTI. 


In our Summary will be found the an- 
nouncement of another sudden Revolu- 
tionary movement in Hayti. It might 
more properly be described as a change of 
Ministry, commencing with a change of 
the President. We hope to be in a posi- 
tion in our next issue to furnish authentic 
particulars of this strange movement, which 
has resulted in the voluntary abdication of 
General Geffrard, a man who has earned a 
noble name and a true claim to the grati- 
tude of his country. We place on record 
the programme of the new ministry, with 
the text of the correspondence between it 
and President Geffrard, after he had sup- 
pressed the attempt at armed insurrection, 
and before his abdication of office. 


{ Port-au-Prince, March 7, 1867. 
‘ To his Excellency the President of Hayti. 

TF RESIDENT, In responding to the appeal which 
you have made to us to unite our efforts in order 
to arrive at the general tranquillity and the 
maintenance of order now disturbed, we do not 
disguise from ourselves the responsibility which 
we assume, nor the vicissitudes to which we are 
exposed, nor the difficulties which we have to 
overcome. But the country will, we venture to 
hope, acknowl that it is under the power of 
the most Jove of country, of the most 
complete self-denial that we have come forward, 
under the present circumstance, to concur with 
you in the security of peace and tranquillity, 
and confidence in the stability and development 
of our Republican institutions. We must re- 
peat here, our task ought not to be a long one, 
we impose it on ourselves for a period of only two 
or three months, when we reserve to ourselves 
the duty of delivering over into abler hands, 
because we offer nothing more to the country 
than our loyalty, our good faith and our will, 
well assured that we are inspired in all our de- 
cisions by the general welfare and the glory of 
the nation. 

Full confidence in God and in the good sense 
of our country to judge properly our sentiments 
and motives, we think that if you accept the 
programme which we have the honour to submit 
to you, our country will before long enjoy perfect 
peace, and arrive at a high degree of prosperity. 

We have the honour to be, your Excellency’s 
most respectful servants, 

“ E. HEURTELOv. 
LABORDE, 
Sr. Vicror. 





‘THE PROGRAMME OF THE NEW MINISTRY. 
We consider it our duty to submit to your Ex- 
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3. N othing to be granted by favour. 

4. General amnesty and the fusion of all par- 
ties. 

5. A strong national guard, protection to its 
reorganization, and respect to its formation. 

6. Reduction of the-war estimate to one-half, 
if possible, and of those of other rtments. 

7. Reduction of salary ofthe Chief of the State 
to twenty thousand dollars per annum, and to 
four thousand dollars the extra expenses. 

8. Reduction of the salaries of the Secretaries 
of State of six thousand dollars each, including 
office expenses. 

9. Reduction of the secret service money from 
30,000 dollars to 10,000 dollars. 

10. Reorganisation of the different Public Offi- 
ces, and of the Customs more especially, fixing 
the hours of business and the penalty on remiss- 
ness, and the appointment of subordinate offi- 
cers vested in the Secretaries of State. . 

1]. To close irrevocably the door against all 
foreign orders; not to purchase anything on con- 
dition of paying in hard money; all supplies for 
the Public Service to be purchased in proportion, 
and according to requirement ; no works to be 
undertaken without previous plans and tenders, 
properly guaranteed, being presented, discussed, 
and adopted by a meeting of the Secretaries of 
State: no cargo of materials to be purchased ; 
the Government to provide itself in such quan- 
tity and proportion as may be required. 

12, The Customs to refuse entry to goods 
arrived from abroad ‘for the Government without 
the usual formalities required by law being pre- 
viously gone through, and the permit Lakes 
given by the Secretary of Finance. 

13. No extra addition to affect the Budget, in 
any case, either as favour or increase of pay. 

14. Liberty of the Press; freedom of election. 
punishment of the offences of the Press by com- 
petent tribunal and a jury; full and entire 
freedom of discussion in the Chambers. 

15, A law to determine the mode of procedure 
against public functionaries in case of malversa- 
tion, abuse of authority, and the penalty to be 
inflicted. 

16. A Consultative Council for the discussion 
and consideration of the general interests of the 
State. 

17. Reorganization of the Financial adminis- 
tration, ministerial agreement for the regular 
progress of the service, and to prevent expenses 
which embarrass the Financial a 

18. A law to be enacted by the Chambers for 
the improvement of the army and :vhich shall 
fix the time of service, and the mode to be em- 
ployed for such improvement; which shall fix 
the promotions to be granted to reward acts of 
courage and devotedness to the country; which 
shall exempt from conscription youths at schools 
and colleges, apprentices to trades, till such 
time as they may leave school, or after having 


cellency the following programme, which it ap- | completed their apprenticeship. 


pears to us is claimed by the necessity of the | 


country and of society, with which we come for- 
ward with the purest patriotism to the duties of | 
the office which you have called on us to fill : 
1. A Government essentially constitutional. | 
2. Immediate and thorough application of the 
laws under all circumstances. 


| 


19. To adopt measures to recall gradually the 
paper money in circulation, and ascertain the 
exact amount. ” 

20. To propese to the Chamber a loan, to be 
exclusively appropriated to the payment of the 
arrears of the French debt, and to open a credit, 
to facilitate the payments in future as they be- 








ee 
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come due, and a domestic loan, to facilitate the | 


public service and avoid the emission of paper 
money, and diminish the excess of circulation. 

21. To declare by a law that no forced emis- 
sion of paper money can be made without Legis- 
lative sanction, or, in case of urgency, without 
a previous decree, which shall be submitted to 
the Chambers at their next meeting. 

22. So soon as the financial situation shall 
be relieved, the members of the Judicial Tribu- 
nal to be suitably paid, as a better guarantee to 
the people of a prompt, equitable, and enlightened 
justice ; the same with the officers of the Cus- 
toms. 

23. To encourage our a productions 
and increase their value, by a proper organisa- 
tion of the rural police; by the keeping of our 
roads in good order; by a larger diffusion of 
knowledge in the ivterior, by means of primary 
schools, and by establishing churches in all the 
centres of population. 

24. So soon as confidence shall be restored in 
the progressive march of the Republic, by an in- 
telligent administration in perfect accord with 
the public opinion, to think seriously of pro- 
curing for the country a system of credit foncier, 
so as to enable the agriculturists to acquire 
machinery, &c., as to place them in a position to 
compete advantageously with foreigners in the 
quality, as well as the low price of their pro- 
ducts. 

Although it is possible to add other points to 
this programme, we resume, in conclusion, in 
these words, a parsimonious economy with the 
means of the State, which will preserve us hence- 


forth from the calamity with which the country | 


has been often afflicted. 
E. HEvuRTELOv. 
LABORDE. 
e Sr. Victor. 


Linstant PRADINE. 


Cabinet of the President of Hayti. 

Messrs. D. Laborde, H. Heurtelou, Linstant 

Pradines, &c. &c. 

GENTLEMEN,—I entirely approve the pro- 
gramme which you have presented to me, and in 
which are treated the principles and the political 
line which you ought to follow in the adminis- 
tration of the affairs of the country. 

You may depend that I will contribute all my 
efforts with you to put this programme in prac- 
tice and make its principles respected. 

To the work, then, gentlemen, and may we all 
attain, with the aid of Providence, our end. 

Reeeive, gentlemen, the assurance of my per- 
fect consideration. 

GEFFRARD. 


THE SLAVE-TRADE PAPERS. 


THE Slave-trade Papers annually presented 
to Parliament have just been issued. From 
them we subjoin the report of Her Majesty’s 
Commissioner at Havana, and that of the 
British Consul at Porto Rico. Whilst re- 
cording the otherwise interesting state- 
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ments of the latter official’s correspond- 
ence, we regret to find him giving ex- 
pression to sentiments which, to say ‘the 
least, betray on his part strong anti-negro 
prejudices. 


HAVANA. 
No. (15. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Lord Stanley.— 
(Received October 29.) 
Havana, Sept. 30, 1866. 

My Lorp,—I have the honour to inclose the 
Annual Statement of landings of African Ne- 
groes which have been effected in this island 
since the 30th of September last. 

My predecessor, in his report of last year, has 

iven to General Dulce the credit which that 
overnor so well deserved for his exertions in 
putting down the slave-trade in this island. 

No sooner had General Lersundi arrived, than 
rumours were rife of landings of negroes in all 
parts of the island, and the details of some of 
these pretended landings were given to me with 
such apparent accuracy and exactitude, that it 
was almost impossible not to place faith in them. 
But I found, on inguiring closely into the 
matter, that the evidence broke down in every 
single instance, and [ am at present under the 
belief that no landing has taken place during 
the present Captain-General’s administration. 
Of course, however, I may be mistaken, and 
landings may have been effected without my 














knowledge or that of the Captain-General; but 
this, though just possible, is barely so. Intelli- 
gence can hardly be kept back from the Consu- 


late-General, and still less easily from the 


Supreme Government, and General Lersundi 
always communicates to me any information 
which he receives bearing upon this question. I 
| have had the honour of reporting to your Lord- 
ship the General’s repeated assurances of his 
determination to put the law in force to the 
uttermost, and to punish with the greatest 
severity any persons who may be found attempt- 
ing to carry on the slave-trade in this colony; 
and from General Lersundi’s character, I cannot 
doubt the perfect sincerity and good faith of his 
intentions. 

I think that, altogether, there is a fair reason 
for supposing that the Cuban slave-trade is 
virtually almost at an end. I do not, of course, 
mean to say that until Spain declares the traffic 
to be piracy, and those engaged in it to be guilty 
of a capital offence, attempts, and even success- 
ful attempts, will not be made to introduce 
slaves into this isiand. On the contrary, in 
spite of the many dangers and obstacles now 
thrown in the way of the traffic, there will 
always be men found ready to run heavy risks 
for heavy profits; and the very desperation of 
the game, so far from deterring some of the more 
daring slave-dealers, will only add to the zest 
with which they ply their horrible trade. 

But not only do the Spanish Government and 
the present Captain-General appear honestly 
determined to carry out the laws, but the state 
of public feeling among the Cubans is very diffe- 
rent from what it was a few years ago. The 





more enlightened among them earnestly depre- 
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cate the importation of more slaves into the 
island, and are turning their attention to that 
problem so difficult to be solved, viz., how Slavery 
can be abolished so prudently, so safely, and so 
y, as to benefit the whites as well as the 
lacks ; to strengthen instead of weakening the 
material prosperity of the country: and to ele- 
vate instead of depressing the moral tone of the 
community. In this respect the experience of 
neighbouring countries furnishes them with 
many a warning of evil to be avoided, but I fear 
with few examples to be followed. 

With regard to the negroes captured in March 
last, near Cape San Antonio, I regret to say 
that I have as yet been able to obtain no in- 
formation in regard to their ultimate disposal, 
though within the last few days I have again 
addressed General Lersundi on the subject. I 
also begged the Captain-General to inform me 
what are the measures he proposes to adopt for 
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the amelioration of the condition of the emanci- 
pados, as the African negroes captured by the 
Spanish authorities are called. Hitherto the 
condition of these poor people has been almost 
as bad, in some cases even worse, than that of 
the slaves themselves. Hired out nominally for 
a period of years, and ostensibly under the pro- 
tection of the Government, they are carried off 
to the plantations, whence they seldom return, 
and are hardly ever known to regain the liberty 
to which they are legally entitled. General 
Lersundi told me that the abuses to which these 
poor creatures are subject had made a im- 
pression on his mind, and had shocked him 
extremely. He said that he was determined to 
put a stop to these abuses; and I hope soon to 
be able to report to your Lordship that he has 
done so effectually. 
I have, &c., 
(Signed) W. W. Fouterr Synce. 





Inclosure in No. 15. 


SraTemMEnt of the Number of Slaves reported to have been Landed in Cuba, from 
October 1, 1865, to September £0, 1866. 





Date of | Where Landed or 


Number of Slaves. 





Landing. Captured. 


Landed. 


Captured. 


Remarks. 





1865. 


Sept. 18 | Pinardel Rio ...| 143 


October Pan de Azucar... 600 


1866. 


April 5 Cape Antonio ... 700 








143 


275 


This cargo was brought by a Spanish bri- 
gantine, and is supposed to have come 
from Ambrizette. It is possible that a 
— number of negroes were brought, 
and that part of the expedition succeeded 
in evading the vigilance of the authori- 
ties. 

This cargo belonged to the late Don Feo. 
Marty, and was landed at his estate, 
Pan de Azucar. The landing is denied 
by the authorities, but the fact was pub- 
licly known at the time. 
The capture was made by the Spanish gun- 
boat ‘* Neptuno,” together with another 
lot of 100, which were subsequently re- 
leased as not being Bozals. This cargo 
belonged to the same owners as that 
which was seized at Pinar del Rio. The 
rest of the expedition was taken to Pan 
de Azucar, or distributed in the Vuelta 
de Abajo. 








| 1443 | 
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Havana, September 30, 1866. 
(Signed) 


ny tg oe of Clarend 
Consul Co to the Earl of Clarendon. 
(Received March 2.) 
Porto Rico, Feb. 11, 1866. 

My Lorp,—To the Annual Report upon 
slave-trade and Slavery for 1865, an importance 
must attach that has not existed since the 
emancipation of the British negroes, which, after 
all, was but the forerunner of the more impor- 
tant events that occurred last year. 

I do not presume to enter into the details of 
those events further than they may affect the 
district of my Consulate; but they are matters 





W. W. Fouterr Srnae, Commissary Judge. 


for the deepest reflection, as regards the future 
of the negro race, of the whites who inhabit those 
regions, apparently set apart for it by nature, 
and the political connection which is likely 
henceforth to exist between white and coloured 
nations. 

As regards slave-trade, I may at once dismiss 
that subject by stating that none has occurred or 
been attempted here for many years; conse- 
quently the slaves, who only amount to 7 per 
cent. of the whole population, are all creoles, and 
the emancipation of the slaves in the United 
States, the formation of an Abolition Society in 
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Madrid, and the  grssnsagren given to the press, 
both in Cuba and here, to discuss the subject, 
have put a stop to even the internal traffic in 
them. The value of a good male slave with a 
trade was upwards of 1000 dollars; of a female 
800 dollars ; field negroes were worth 800 and 
600 dollars respectively: but now a feeling pre- 
vails that emancipation must come, sooner or 
later, and no one will buy slaves. At some 
forced sales for debt which recently took place, 
slaves, who a year ago would have fetched the 
above prices, were with difficulty sold for 300 
and 400 dollars: not that any planter is desirous 
of selling his slaves; he naturally holds on 
tenaciously, as long as he can, to the certainty 
of slave labour, in preference to the dubious 
chances of obtaining free. If Slavery has re- 
ceived its death-blow from the events of last 
year, as I believe slave-trade was absolutely 
killed by them, and it is somewhat ungrateful of 
Spain, who supported it all its life, to repudiate 
her protegé in death, there has seldom been a 
stronger exemplification of making a virtue of a 
necessity. 

There are several different conditions under 
which to study the prospects of the black race : 
Ist. Its condition at its birth-place in Africa, in 
Savage independence; 2nd. In its state of soi- 
disant civilized independence in Hayti; 3rd. In 
its state of equality with the white race in the 
British possessions ; 4th. In its state of transi- 
tion in the United States; 5th. In its state of 
Slavery in Cuba and Brazil, where, although in 
absolute subjection, it outnumbers the dominant 
race; and, Lastly, in its state in this island, 
where, although outnumbered by the dominant 
race, it is almost wholly free. 

When it is decided in which of these six con- 
ditions the race enjoys the greatest happiness, 
it will then be time to determine whether it be 
desirable to change the other five conditions to 
that of the sixth. Itis not in the nature of a 
restricted Consular report of a particular district 
to enter upon each of these points, but I believe 
that the condition of the race is worse where left 
to itself, and is supposed to possess the greatest 
liberty; indeed, stopping short of actual Slavery, 
that its misery and degradation is in proportion 
to the amount of freedom bestowed upon it. 
Look at it in its home in Africa, it is the scandal 
of the human race, the foul root which has ex- 
tended its branches over half of America ; or in 
its independence in Hayti, where the engines of 
progress and of French civilization have been 
reversed, and where liberty, morality, and true 
religion have ceased to exist. Study it in the 
British West Indies, where the freest and richest 
ef nations has nursed, petted, and made it the 
political equal of its own race; it has not only 
ruined its benefactors but itself. In Cuba and 
Brazil it exists in a state of hopeless Slavery, 
which no one can defend ; and in the United 
States it is in a state of transition. I therefore 
arrive at its condition in my official district of 
Porto Rico, where it may be said to exist in a 
state of freedom equal to the whites, but under 
a wise Government that will permit no playing 
at politics, or attempts at insurrection, such as 
we have seen in Jamaica. 

Porto Rico contains 600,000 inhabitants, of 
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whom 308,430 are white and 292,750 are coloured; 
of these 41,600 only, or 7 per cent., are slaves; 
and this condition of things must be borne in 
mind when the Spanish Colonies are spoken of, 
for nothing can be more dissimilar than those of 
Cuba and Porto Rico. There can be no question 
but that the emancipation of the slaves in the 
United States, the insurrection in Jamaica, the 
retreat of the Spaniards from St. Domingo, and 
the prop dism of the Haytians, have given 
hopes to the coloured race which it never before 
entertained, and which, | believe, if not checked, 
will ultimately lead to serious consequences. 

As far as this island is concerned, the emanci- 
pation of 40,000 slaves would produce no general 
disturbance of the statu quo, nor do I believe that. 
the planters even would suffer permanently in 
an island with a population so dense that there 
are 1744:13 people to the square league, and 
where colonization is consequently unnecessary. 
I feel assured that the Spanish Government 
would emancipate the slaves here at once if the 
measure did not, as a matter of course, extend 
to Cuba, which would render it a very hazardous 
affair; from their numbers here it will be seen 
that the slaves can cause little anxiety, and, 
moreover, from their being almost all employed 
upon the estates, they have no means of combi- 
nation: but should the idea of race and nation- 
ality infect the whole coloured people, free as 
well as slave, I should not be surprised at a 
rising, although with 300,000 white inhabitants, 
and a garrison of 20,000 white soldiers,* it ought 
to be immediately suppressed. 

The system of the ‘libreta,” by which every 
person in the position of a labourer is obliged to 
work (the details of which I have before ex- 
plained), is very unpopular with the labouring 
classes, and it does bear with great hardship 
upon the really industrious, who are sometimes 
intolerably inconvenienced by having to travel 
considerable distances to present their “ libreta” 
to the Alcalde; but it is, nevertheless, a system 
to which I attribute the wonderful prosperity of 
this island: it has been in practice for fifteen 
years, and the results have been that every man, 
without distinction of colour, has been forced to 
work, the productions of the soil have annually 
increased, and vagrancy and the higher crimes 
are almost unknown. 

Of all the slave-holding countries this has the 
least to fear from emancipation ; it is a pity that 
the question is mixed up with that of Cuba; but 
I think that the Spanish Government might 
escape this difficulty by making emancipation a 
local measure, and authorizing each Provincial 
Government to carry it into effect in the best. 
possible manner. I do not see what difficulties 
would exist in Porto Rico: the slaves are so few, 
and the resources of the island so great, that it 
would be easy to compensate the owners for their 
loss ; the population is so dense that no immi- 
gration is required to replace them; but that 
which the planters must do is to make cane 
labour as desirable as other labour, the work for 
freemen not for slaves, by providing good houses, 

iving good wages, and by so regulating the 
ours of labour that they may become a support- 








* 5,000 Royal Troops, 15,000 Militia. 
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able task, instead of an intolerable burthen; on 
the other hand, the “ libreta,” with some modi- 
fications, should, | think, be maintained; and 
although the Government should make known 
that it is not its province to provide employers 
for labourers, or labourers for employers, it 
should add that it will afford justice and protec- 
tion to both parties, by punishing, with inflexible 
severity, tyranny on the one hand, or idleness 
upon the other. The one thing, however, which 
would ruin the best devised system, would be to 
give the exercise of political rights to a class of 
people who, independent of the national defects 
of race and climate, are, from their occupations, 
and absence of all instruction, utterly incompe- 
tent to be entrusted with it. 


I have, &c., 
(Signed) H. Avueustus Cowper. 


No. 201. 
Consul Cowper to the Earl of Clarendon. 
(Received March 16.) 
Porto Rico, February 18, 1866. 

My Lorp,—I have no doubt but that Her 
Majesty’s Government at this moment feels an 
especial interest in all that relates to the negro 
race in every part of the world, and desires that 
the information communicated to it shall be 
as reliable as possible. I thought therefore, 
that it would be more satisfactory to obtain, 
in addition to my own views (conveyed in my 
despatch No. 1), those of other qualified persons, 
and I addressed a circular to the Vice-Consuls, 
desiring them to forward me a report upon the 
state of the coloured race in Porto Rico. 

I have now the honour to inclose to your 
Lordship that of Mr. Vice-Consul Krug, which 
I take the liberty of recommending to your at- 
tention; certain peculiarities of expression arise 


from the fact of that gentleman being a Pole, | 


but they do not affect the value of his Report. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. Aveustus Cowrer. 
Inclosure in No. 201, 
Report on Slave Trade by Vice-Consul Krug. 

Durin@ the past year of 1865 not a single 
negro slave has been imported into this district, 
and, as far as my information goes, nowhere in 
the Island of Porto Rico. It would be extremely 
difficult, or, better, impossible to Jand on our 
coast a cargo of slaves, not only on account of 
the great vigilance of the Spanish Government 
officials, who are now really in earnest about it, 
but also because we have no long tracks of un- 
inhabited shore, as on the Island of Cuba, where 
a vessel could Janda cargo without anybody 
knowing it. Besides, our planters in general 
have neither sufficient capital nor spirit of enter- 
prise for such an affair. 

Since the emancipation of the negroes in the 
United States of America, slaves have greatly 
lost in value here, and more so yet since the 
termination of the American war ; so much so, 
that at the present moment the price of planta- 
tion slaves must be called entirely nominal, as it 
is impossible to sell them at any thing like their 
former value. Some few forced sales of planta- 
tion negroes have been made in public auction 
to pay taxes, &c., at *"ow 300 to 400 dollars 
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each for both male and female, but it would be 
impossible to dispose of a large lot even at these 
prices. Servants for families, as cooks, nurses, 
&c., and mechanics, carpenters, masons, &c., are 
yet saleable, and always in good demand at from 
500 to 800 dollars for females, and from 700 to 
1000 dollars for males. 

On this district there exist a great many slaves, 
who, with the permission of their owners, hire 
themselves out for all kind of work. They earn 
about 3 to 14 dollars per day, according to their 
ability and skill. Out of these wages they main- 
tain, board, and clothe themselves, and pay to 
their owner from five to fifteen dollars per month, 
Many families, principally single ladies, subsist 
entirely on the wages they receive from their 
slaves, and no other investment would give them 
such an enormous interest. Many of these hired 
out negroes are very industrious, and contrive to 
lay by every month something of their wages, 
and little by little free themselves. If a slave 
should wish to free himself, his owner cannot 
pretend any exorbitant price for him, even if he 
has paid it; but he must submit to a taxation, 
which is always made at the lowest possible 
value, and generally under the actual market 

rice. 

| . There seems to prevail a general feeling here 
that slavery is doomed, and that it is the best 
| policy to be prepared for emancipation. The 
opinion, even of the Spaniards themselves, is 
that Spain will be either morally obliged to 
abolish Slavery in these islands, or will be foreed 
to do so by foreign intervention. This may take 
place next month or next year, at all events 
nobody thinks the present state of things will 
last more than a couple of years. The greater 
part of the slave-holders are wiliing to make a 
compromise, say, for instance, declare free all 
the negroes born after a given date, and to liberate 
all slaves that have reached a certain age or 
worked a certain number of years. But such an 
arrangement could only be made by a Govern- 
ment measure, organising at the same time the 
labour of the freedmen. But Spain does not 
listen to a proposal of this kind, as we have 
seen lately by the refusal given to the Havana 
| planters, who offered to free their slaves within 
| twenty-five years without any direct indemnifi- 
cation. 

This island is in a much more favourable posi- 
tion as regards emancipation, and better pre- 
pared for it than Cuba, and would stand its 
consequences with much less injury than did 
Jamaica and the French Colonies at the time 
slavery was abolished there. The quantity of 
Slaves in Porto Rico is very small compared with 
the whole population. At the present moment 
there remain scarcely 33,000, and the entire 
population is estimated at nearly 550,000. Of 
these 33,000 slaves only about 20,000 work on 
the sugar, coffee, or cotton plantations; the 
balance are employed either as house-servants or 
as mechanics. No estate whatever is worked 
entirely with slaves alone. All planters, prin- 
cipally in crop, employ free labour, which, 
although not over abundant, is always to be ob- 
tained, and at comparatively cheap rates. Some- 
times in crop-time, there may be a scarcity, 
principally in the coffee district, but this would 
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happen anywhere, anu consists in the suddenness 
with which the beans ripen all at once, and 
must be picked as soon as possible. Most plan- 
ters complain about the bad regulations of free 
labour, but these are mostly exaggerations. 


There is a large free population, willing to work | 


— it is true, in some instances, only for three or 


four days out of the week; but treating them | 


properly, and helping them along a little out of 
crop-time, when no work can be obtained, and 
they are mostly in great want, the greater part 
of them will work, and work well. But of 
course the day’s work of a negro yields much 
more than that of a, free labourer, because the 
negro is worked for twenty hours (this is only 
occasionally) out of twenty-four), and with the 
whip behind him; and the free labourer works 
only for from ten to twelve hours per day, or, in 
most cases, by the job. 

Of course this island would always suffer from 
an emancipation—even a gradual one—prin- 
cipally if the present system of taxation and 
duties should remain unaltered; but under the 
actual government the island would be com- 
pletely ruined if the slaves were to be liberated 
quite of a sudden, not only on account of a 
general consternation and confusion, but prin- 


cipally because the freedmen would commit all , 
kinds of atrocities and depredations, and drive | 
away the white population, because the large | 


free coloured population would always take their 
side against the whites. 


Foreigners, who generally stay here for ten | 


years, and then retire to Europe, in most cases 
liberate their house servants if they have be- 
haved well, but I never have seen a Spaniard do 
such a thing. 

Some intelligent parties, who have taken a par- 
ticular interest in the question, and who really 


have studied it, and taken the corresponding data, | 


assert that about 4 per cent. of the whole num- 
ber of slaves in Porto Rico are liberated every 
year! 
and births per annum is 6 per cent. in favour of 
the former, so that in about ten years there 
would hardly remain a slave in our island. 


This statement may be exaggerated, although | 


it has been repeated to me by several reliable 
persons! So much is certain, that the slaves in 
Porto Rico are gradually dying out. 

The slaves in most of the families are very well 
treated, better, perhaps, than the generality of 
the servants in Northern Europe, and there is no 
doubt that a well-trained negro is a very valuable 
servant for a household, if one does not care too 
much for their stench, and dirty disorderly 
habits ! 

On the planlations the treatment is not bad. 
This I can say from my own observation, having 
lived many months in different sugar and coffee 
estates. ‘The food and the clothes are good, even 
very good, but they have to work hard. Of 
course the negroes on each estate get sometimes 
their flogging, but they are generaly such brutes 
that they actually require now and then the 


whip! 

Most of the Porto Rico slaves are of the most 
inferior negro races, and their moral and mental 
faculties are certainly inferior to those of the 
lowest human race. As a class they are cowards, 
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| robbers, and liars by nature, and very false and 
ungrateful! They will never repay a good ac- 
tion, nor appreciate kind and considerate treat- 
ment. Any dog has in most instances more 
brain and a higher morale than the average of 
the Porto Rico slaves. 
Mayagues, Porto Rico, February 6, 1866. 
(Signed) Lxoroup Krua. 


MARTIAL LAW CONDEMNED. 


| WE may hope that “martial law” in our 
colonies is at last condemned. Mr. Eyre 
is not to be thanked for this, but rather 
| they who denounced his murderous pro- 
| ceedings, and compelled the Government 
to take action against him, and dismiss 
him with disgrace from the public service. 
The charge of the Lord Chief Justice has 
not brought about the change we announce : 
| so we must conclude, notwithstanding the 
refusal of both the Whig and the Tory 
_Government to prosecute the wretched 
misdemeanant for his outrageous abuse of 
authority, that abundant evidence was 
laid before them to render it impossible to 
allow so tremendous a power as that of 
declaring what is called “‘ martial law” to 
remain in the hands of any colonial Gover- 
'nor. We are of those who believe that 
the Royal Commission did not elicit any- 
thing like the actual amount of slaughter 
perpetrated by the myrmidons of Eyre 
during ‘‘the hellish saturnalia” called the 
| ‘reign of terror” which he instituted. 
Those gentlemen did good work—such as 
it was—but they did not go below the sur- 
| face ; indeed, it is now clear they had no 
‘inclination to probe matters to the core. 
They issued a one-sided report in the teeth 
of facts brought under their notice ; but 
these were so horrible, they durst not 
_ utterly ignore them: hence their censure 
of Eyre is all the graver because of their 
obvious bias in his favour ; and it may be 
that their private revelations to Govern- 
ment have, therefore, all the more weight. 
It will be remembered that, not satisfied 
with the existing Jamaica statute under 
which he claimed the authority of declaring 
martial law, by and with the advice of his 
Council, Eyre presented, and the Legisla- 
tive Assembly actually passed, a supple- 
mentary Act, empowering the Governor for 
the time being to declare ‘‘ martial law” 
whenever he pleased, and to prolong it a 

long as he saw fit. Nought but the outcry 
raised in England against the wholesale 
shootings, hangings, and floggings (with 
wire whips), which the panic-stricken 

plantocracy-ridden Governor had sanc- 
tioned, and was responsible for, caused the 
Home Government—inclined as it was to 
support him—+to hesitate to approve, then 
to inquire, and finally to condemn this 
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detestable measure. The people saw at 
once what the Government could not but 
see, but would not, that no representative 
of the Crown ought to assert a right to 
which the Crown itself had no pretension, 
and could exercise only by violating the 
first principles of the Constitution. The 
people spoke out, and Government was 
obliged to yield to the demand for the sus- 
pension of the miscreant who, under cover 
of a judicial proceeding, had put to death 
unlawfully, and upon evidence declared 
by the Lord Chief Justice to have been 
** moonshine,” a troublesome political op- 
ponent. That he was badly, perhaps mali- 
ciously, advised by the toadies who sur- 
rounded him is more than probable. Dr. 
Bowerbank, to wit, was the Mephistopheles 
to this Jamaica Faust; and though the 
former may, as he told us, “feel proud 
of” his connection with ‘‘ Mr. Eyre,” his 
name will be most assuredly associated dis- 
gracefully, in the history of the colony, 
with the murderer of the martyr Gordon, 
and with one of the most dastardly, most 
abominable acts of private vengeance which 
our colonial history records. Worse even 
than this, Eyre basely slandered the man, 
after he was dead, whom he had caused 
to be brought to an untimely end ! Bower- 
bank as basely slandered the widow of the 
murdered man ; an act a hundredfold more 
cowardly. Much is it to be regretted such 
a man should be again invested with 
authority of any kind, though it is to be 
hoped that the eyes which are upon him 
may deter him from its abuse. Under 
any circumstances, he, and others like him, 
will not again have it in their power to 
sustain the Governor, for the time being, 
in declaring ‘‘ martial law,” and to place 
an entire community at the mercy of a 
panic-stricken Executive. The Govern- 
ment has found it necessary to defer to 
public opinion, and to issue a circular 
despatch to the Governors of Jamaica and 
Antigua, to efface from the local statute 
book the Act which authorise them to 
proclaim martial law. We append this 
memorable communication— 


“ Downing Street, 30th Jan., 1867. 

** Jamaica. 

** No. 133. 

**Sir,—By this mail you will receive my 
circular despatch of the 30th January, conveying 
the instructions by which Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment are desirous that Governors of the Colonies 
should be guided in the conduct of their proceed- 
ings for the suppression of disturbances. 

“I now enclose an extract of a despatch to 
the Governors of the Leeward Islands, from 
which you will perceive that, in the opinion of 
Her Majesty’s Government, the power of pro- 
claiming martial law should be exercised, if at 
all, on the responsibility of those who proclaim 
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it, and not under the protection and authority of 
any local law. 

‘- Jamaica, as far as I am aware, is one of the 
very few colonies in which this authority is at 
present given by law; and I have to instruct 
you, as I have instructed the Governor of An- 
tigua, to procure the repeal of so much of the 
Act, cap. 35, of 1845, as authorises the Governor 
to proclaim martial law. 

‘In anticipation of this repeal, Her Majesty 
has been advised to disallow the Act of the Legis- 
lature of Jamaica, forwarded in Governor Eyre’s 
despatch, 297, of the 23rd N ovember, 1863, 29th 
Vic , c. 3, entitled ** An Act to enable the Gover- 
nor of this Island to declare Martial Law over 
the whole or any portions of the Island by, and 
with the advice of, the Privy Council. 

« T have the honour to be, Sir, 
** Your most obedient, humble servant, 
“CARNARVON. 
“To Sir J. P. Grant, K.C.B.” 


Extract of a despatch from the Earl of Carnarvon 
to the officer administering the Government 
of Antigua, dated Downing Street, 30th Jan., 
1867, No. 40. 


‘* An enactment which purports to invest the 
Executive Government with a permanent power 
of suspending the ordinary law of the colony, of 
removing the known safeguards of life and pro- 
perty, and of legalising in advance such measures 
as may be deemed conducive to the establishment 
of order by the military officer charged with the 
suppression of disturbances, is, I need hardly 
say, entirely at variance with the spirit of 
English law. If its existence can in any case be 
justified, it can only be because there exists such 
a state of established insecurity as renders it 
necessary for the safety and confidence of the 
well-disposed, that, in times of national emer- 
gency, the Government should possess this ex- 
traordinary facility for the suppression of armed 
rebellion. But whatever apprehensions or dis- 
turbances may exist in any of Her Majesty's 
colonies, it is certain that no such chronic inse- 
curity prevai's in any of them ; andin nocolony, 
therefore, should the power given by the present 
law to the Governor of Antigua be suffered to 
continue. 

‘I think it therefore necessary to repeat the 
instructions given by my predecessor to Colonel 
Hill, and to request that you will cause to be 
submitted to the Legislature an Act repealing 
so much of the law as authorises the proclamation 
of martial law. 

**T have only to add that, in giving you these 
instructions, Her Majesty’s Government must 
not be supposed to convey an absolute prohibition 
of all recourse to martial law under the stress of 
great emergencies, and in anticipation of an Act 
of Indemnity. ‘The justification, however, of 
such a step must rest on the pressure of the 
moment, and the Governor cannot by any in- 
structions be relieved from the obligation of 
deciding for himself, under that pressure, whether 
the responsibility of proclaiming martial.law is 
oris not greater than that of refraining from 
doing so.” 
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JAMAICA AND ITS EXPORTS. 


Ir has been said, over and over again, that 
Jamaica requires capital more than labour. 
The assertion is not ours, but we have not 
hesitated to adopt it, and believe that it 
rests upon facts not to be controverted. 
It is undeniable that estates have gone out 
of cultivation, not in consequence of any 
lack of labour, but of the withdrawal of 
capital. No absentee proprietor can ex- 
pect to derive a profit from an estate the 
management of which is abandoned to an 
agent; nor should it astonish him, if, after 
a few years of this sort of superintendence, 
the agent becomes richer than the pro- 
prietor, and is enabled either to buy him 
up, or to purchase another estate to culti- 
vate on his own account. It is a-sad fact 
that the exports from Jamaica have dimi- 
nished, yet is there no insuperable obstacle 
to their increase. In this connection the 
Governor of Jamacia has brought forward 
a statistical statement of considerable in- 
terest at this particular moment, a sum- 
mary of which we present to our readers. 

At the last meeting of the Legislative 
Council, on presenting a return of the 
principal exports of the island from 1830 
to 1866—a period of thirty-six years—the 
Governor said honorable members would 
be glad to find that the gloomy ideas which 
prevail regarding Jamaica were not war- 
ranted by statistics. The return showed 
that the exports of last year were the 


* largest Jamaica has had for some time, as 


regards sugar, rum, coffee, ginger, and 
woods. The item of sugar was the largest 
exported for the last sixteen years. It was 
the most valuable crop ever produced in 
the colony, although it must be admitted 
a very high valuation had been placed on 
it. ‘The total of all exports showed it to 
be the largest from the colony for the past 
nineteen years. 

These returns, while they do not exactly 
bear out this language in the main, prove 
it to be correct, in respect to a large in- 
crease in the exports last year. The item 
of sugar was larger than the quantity dur- 


‘ing the three preceding years, but was 


below that of the fourth preceding year, 
being 34,305 hhds. in 1866, against 35,064 
in 1861. It certainly was the largest in 
value during the last sixteen years, for the 
value of exported sugar in 1866 is set down 
at 514,575/., a much larger sum than had 
been realized for the same produce during 
the past seventeen years, with the exception 
of 1851, when the exportations amounted 
to 40,270 hhds. valued at 523,5101. 13s. 6d. 
The increase in the exports has also been 
large on all the other items—namely, rum, 
coffee, pimento, ginger, and woods. The 
largest returns of sugar are from 1831 to 


en 
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1835, the year succeeding that of the abo- 
lition of Slavery, as will be seen by the 
following figures: 


Hhds. Value. 
Exports in 1831...94,881 £1,233,453 
= 1832...98,686 1,282,918 
a 1833...85,101 1,106,313 
e 1834...84,756 1,101,828 
- 1835...77,970 1,013,610 


After this period this item of produce 
ceased to realize millions in value. From 
1836 to 1838, the year of the abolition of 
apprenticeship, there was a marked change 
both in the quantity and the value of pro- 


duce. The return shows :— 
1836...67,094 Hhds....Value £872,222 
1837...61,505 799,565 
1838...69,613 904, 969 


This decline was even greater during the 
period succeeding, that is, from the ces- 
sation of the apprenticeship to the cessation 
of protection :— 

1830...49,243 Hhds.... Value £640,159 


1840...33,066 429,858 
1841...34,491 448,383 
1842...50,295 653,885 
1843...44,169 574,197 
1844...34,444 447,772 
1845...47,926 623,038 
1846...33,223 a 470,899 
1847...48,554 " 631,202 


The remaining period showed even worse 
results, save in such exceptional years as 
1849 and 1851. The returns are as fol- 


low :— 
1848...52,045 Hhds.... Value £416,585 
1849...40,672 si 528,736 
1850...36,038 468,494 
1851...40,270 523,510 
1852...34,449 447,837 
1853...29,199 379, 587 
1854. ..32,729 425,477 
1855...28,715 373, 295 
1856...25,27% 337,637 
1857...30,459 325, 967 
1858. ..33,032 429,496 
1859...28,750 373,750 
1860...34,774 452,062 
1861...35,064 455,832 
1862...36,757 477,841 
1863...33,372 433,836 
1864. ..28,593 371,709 
1865...26,814 348,582 
1866...34,305 514,575 


It will thus be seen that the product of 
sugar last year, if not the largest, was the 
most valuable during the past sixteen years. 
In the article of rum, there is a falling off 
from 36,411 plns. in 1831, to 14,586 phns. 
in 1865. In 1866 the product was 19,434 
phns.; a considerable increase on the pro- 
duct of either of the three preceding years. 
The value was 194,340/., and the export duty 
amounted to 4,372/. 13s. Coffee declined 
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from 22,256,950 lbs. in 1831, to 7,820,945 
lbs. in 1866. This, however, was the largest 
quantity exported during nine years. The 
value was 156,418/. Pimento has declined 
from 5,500,620 lbs. in 1831, to 3,156,168 
Ibs. in 1866. The value was 29,3011. 11s. 
The export of ginger increased from 15,213 
ewts. in 1831, to 26,575 cwts. in 1835. It de- 
clined in the following year to 18,311 cwts., 
and again increased in the succeeding year to 
92,608 ewts. It again declined till 1850, 
when it increased from 9,730 cwts. to 24,838 
ewts. In 1851 it was 10,506cwts. From that 
year to 1865 it declined, in some years so 
low as 3000 odd cwts., and never rose in 
any year above 9000 odd ewts. In 1866 
the export rose to 15,157 ewts., valued at 
30,3141., nearly what it was in 1831. In 
the article of woods, a trade has been since 
1831. In that year the quantity exported 
was 2859 tons, valued at 8577/. It has 
since steadily increased to 37,116 tons in 
1866, valued at 74,2321. 

The total value of the exports in 1830 was 
2,155,377/., from which it declined to 
777,617 in 1865. In 1866 it was 999,1811., 
which is, as the Governor observed, the 
largest during the past nineteen years. 

We reproduce these facts to show that 
Jamaica really possesses the elements of 
that particular kind of prosperity which is 
measured by the amount of exports: a 
standard we have never admitted as ap- 
plicable to a slave colony, and consider 
fallacious to a degree, applied arbitrarily 
to one only recently freed. Jamaica never 
exported more produce than when she was 
cursed with Slavery. But it cannot be 
truthfully asserted that the planters were 
prosperous, for bankruptcy had overtaken 
numbers of them, seventy years at least 
before Emancipation, and was rapidly over- 
taking the remainder. Whatever pros- 
perity they might be said to enjoy was 
entirely factitious, because not based upon 
any sure foundation ; whereas if, under 
present circumstances, it can be shown 
that Jamaica is increasing her exports, it 
is a sign—accepting the standard we have 
referred to—that she is emancipating her- 
self from her embarrassments, and is likely 
to improve, In other words, her exports 
will almost certainly increase from year to 
year, because her labour system is better 
than in the time of Slavery, and because 
her exports will be the measure of the in- 
dustry and enterprise of her people. 





THE PRESENT STATE OF THE 
WEST INDIES. 
A NEW daily paper, called The Day, 
has recently been issued. It professes 
liberal opinions, but its practice and its 
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professions are strikingly at variance. It 
appears to us to be neither more nor less 
than a very bad imitation of that very un- 
scrupulous Tory organ, the Standard, which 
for systematic misrepresentation and un- 
blushing consistent mendacity has no 
compeer. Under the heading of the present 
article, it is publishing some letters pur- 
porting to be written by some one who is 
familiar with the British West India 
Colonies. It is, however, clear that he is 
deeply imbued with all the hateful pre- 
judices of the planter class against the 
negro; hence his statements relating to 
the labour question, and to the social con- 
dition of the coloured population must be 
received with abatement. Nevertheless 
these letters contain a few facts which, 
coming from such a source, may be 
accepted as in the main accurate. The 
subjoined paragraph, for instance, shows 
how strong colour or caste prejudice is on 
the part of the whites. Our readers will 
not fail to remark the impudent self- 
assurance and arrogance of the writer, in 
speaking of a coloured member of the 
highest branch of the Legislature, who, 
thougha guest of the Governor’s, had ‘‘ven- 
tured into a quadrille composed entirely 
of white people,” and was ‘‘ served right”’ 
accordingly. The gentleman so grossly 
insulted would probably ‘‘ rather die” than 
again thus honour any other white lady. 

Our self-sufficient writer says :— 

The feeling of the whites towards the blacks 
was seen in Jamaica after the rising. It cer- 
tainly is carried to a most unchristian extent, 
and shows itself in a haughty overbearing man- 
ner in some persons, in others by a mode of 
behaviour difficult to describe. 


In social intercourse, these feelings show 
themselves most strongly. The two races meet 
at public balls, such as those given by or to the 
Governor, but they do not mix. The whites 
form quadrilles amongst themselves, dance with 
each other, and keep up an invisible but well- 
understood barrier between themselves and the 
coloured people. A short time ago the writer 
was dancing a quadrille at a bali given by the 
Governor of one of the West India Islands, 
where he was a comparative stranger. He 
joined a set already formed, and, to his astonish- 
ment, a coloured man, almost a pure negro, 
took his place at one of the sides. Such an 
occurrence is so rare that it was much remarked 
on. The writer’s partner refused to take the 
hand of the negro in the last figure. Three 
times he offered it, and three times she rejected 
it. The fourth time he saw what was intended, 
and did not put out his hand. The lady said 
as she walked away, ‘Do you think I would 
have taken that negro’s hand? Never! I'd have 
died first!” It was rather a painful scene. On 
inquiry, it was found that the delinquent was a 
member of the highest branch of the Legis- 
lature, and was invited in his official capacity, 
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The rebuff served him right, for venturing into a 
quadrille composed entirely of white people. 


From what has been said the intelligent 
reader will easily draw the ioference, that the 
feelings of the pure whites towards the blacks 
are not of the most cordial kind. An old and 
impoverished aristocracy never feels very affec- | 
tionately towards rich parvenus. But no aristo- | 
cracy in Europe carries about with it such | 
distinctive marks of birth and race as the white | 
man does inthe West Indies. The slightest | 
tinge of coloured blood, the faintest ‘‘dash of the | 

} 
| 





tar-brush,” is known and registered, and the | 
coloured man, however good his education may 
be, or however great his wealth, however high | 
his official position, must for ever feel a rankling 
envy of the poorest man of pure white descent. 


The following is a curious illustration 
of the absurdities into which the writer’s 
dislike of the negro hurries him. He 
speaks of the insolence of the rising gene- 
ration of negroes, and quotes as an 
instance of it the civil refusal of a cab- 
driver to drive him about, in the country, 
for the same fare as that usual for carriage- 
hire for town only. He seems especially 
offended because the man addressed him 
as ‘*Sar.” Itis more than probable that 
the free-born independent negroes do not 
address the whites with the subdued air 
begotten of slavery. Now, London cabmen 
are not conspicuous for civility, and we 
doubt whether one could be found willing 
to drive an invalid beyond the four mile 
radius, though he were even returning 
within it, for the ordinary fare. He would 
most likely refuse with no “Sar” at all, 
and a strong oath to supplement and give 
force to his refusal. But how supremely 
ridiculous would it be to quote such an 
incident as illustrating the ‘‘ insolence” 
of the people. 


‘‘The bitter hatred,” he says, ‘ entertained 
towards the negroes by many whites who have 
suffered personally by emancipation can hardly 
be understood by Europeans. It is in part 
owing to the excessive insolence and impertinence 
of many, especially the younger negroes. It is 
impossible for any thing to be more galling to 
Creole whites than the impertinence, the studied 
and deliberate impertinence, of some of these 





nan 





people. The difference between those born in 
the slavery times and the younger generation is 
very great. The former are, without any | 
exception, civil and respectful in their manner | 
towards whites. English people are often | 
deceived in judging of the manner of negroes 
by the habit the latter have of putting ‘“‘sar” in 
every sentence. An Englishman of the lower 
class, when he wants to be impertinent or 
insolent, drops the “sir” directly. A negro so | 
invariably uses it to every body, that he cannot | 
help using it. The other day, the present | 
writer was engaging acabman by the hour to | 
drive an invalid about. The usual fare for a | 
one-horse cab is 4s, an hour. ‘But whar you 
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want I to drive, sar?’ * Wherever you like, so 
that it is in the country.’ ‘I no take you in the 
country for 4s. an hour, sar!’ ‘What does it 
matter to you whether you drive for an hour in 
the country or in town, you will be discharged 
here at the end of the time.’ ‘I nocare for that, 
sar. I drive you bout for one hour in town for 
4s., but I no take you in de country, sar.’ 
‘ Nonsense!’ the writer began, but was cut short 
with, ‘Oh, I no stop arzuing here with you, 
sar. Ino take you at all!’ And off the fellow 
drove. Now, there was no conceivable reason 
for his conduct, except caprice—the roads are 
much better in the country than in the town. 
He might have wished to extort more money 
than he could get for a drive in town, but this 
did not seem to be his object.” 

This ‘‘bitter hatred” is only an ad- 
ditional proof of the tendencies of the 
planter class towards the despotic rule they 
havelost. We see it manifesting itself in the 
legislation, throughout the colonies, and 
it is at present rampant in the late Slave 
States of America. It is not for us to 
assert that the writer from whom we are 


| quoting is correct in alleging the general 


existence of this ‘‘ bitter hatred.” Per- 
haps it is;less wide spread than he states ; 
we should hope it is: but we fear there is 
too much of truth in what he says of its 
existence, though he may not give—pro- 
bably has not ascribed it to—its true cause. 

The following extract will show the 
estimate which the writer has formed of 
the negro character. We venture to affirm 
it not to be borne out by the experience 
of long residents in colonies peopled by 
this greatly vilified race, whose vices are 
in a great measure the result of the bad 
example of the whites, and whose advance- 
ment the latter have done their utmost to 
retard. It is, however, to the wide cir- 
culation given to such calumnious state- 
ments as these, made by ill-informed, 
prejudiced writers, we attribute the mis- 
taken ideas which prevail respecting the 
negro and his descendants. 

“It is impossible for a resident, either in a 
slave or a freecolony, to maintain that the negroes 
are not an inferior race—a very greatly inferior 
race. Of course amongst them are many 
varieties of character, but still, as a whole, they 
are, with the stature and strength of men, only 
equal intellectually to European children nine or 


_ten years old, and utterly destitute of the 


capacity for improvement possessed by the latter. 
Sensual, lazy, lying, thievish, excessively irri- 
table in temper, fiendishly cruel when their 
anger is aroused, caring nothing for the conjugal 
relationship, very little for the parental one, 
without the  anigg wish or desire to improve 
themselves either intellectually, morally, or 
socially, abominably vain and conceited, and 
only desirous of earning money in order that 
they may bask in idleness, and wear fine clothes, 
they form about the worst race that could pos- 
sibly be intrusted with freedom on a fertile soil 
and in a tropical climate.” 


err Re GaP eh 
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ITEM. 


Necro Turirr.—It is not unusual to hear 
taunts against coloured people, as being thriftless 
and improvident—unable to take care of them- 
selves. The following well authenticated case 
may serve as an answer to such assertions. 

Edward B., a coloured man, now residing in 
Cincinnati, has, for years past, deposited money 
for safe keeping with a business firm, the mem- 
bers of which are well known to hundreds of the 
readers of the Friend’s Review. By drafts upon 
them he remmitted funds for the purchase of 
successive members of his family, as follows :— 
For his own freedom 850 dols. For that of his 
wife 750 dols. For eight children, the respective 
sums of 900 dols., 1000 dols., 600 dols., 700 dols., 
400 dols., 550 dols., 475 dols., and 300 dols. For 
his sister (in addition to 400 dols. paid by her- 
self), 400 dols,; making his total payments 
6925 dols..—of which his sister repaid him 
100 dols. In addition to this he bought one 
friend for 750 dols., and another for 800 dols. ; 
both of whom refunded the money. 

It is about thirty years since he purchased 
his own freedom. He spent the first ten years 
as fireman, &c., on the river, between New 
Orleans and Cincinnati, trading in such articles 
as afforded him a good profit. Since then his 
employments have been various. He lives in 
his own house, has yearly rents coming in to the 
amount of 900 dols., and has money at interest. 

In this brief statement there is evidence of in- 
dustry and thrift, and of honesty on the part of 
the negroes who repaid what he had advanced on 
their behalf. 


Adbertisements. 
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RICHARD’S MEMOIR OF JOSEPH 

STURGE. 
IN consequence of recent changes in his busi- 
ness, A. W. BENNETT is desirous of disposing of 
the remaining stock of the present edition of the 
above work, originally published at 16s. It is 
offered, on the present occasion only, at the very 
low price of 4s. 6d. per copy, which it is hoped 
will encourage a large circulation for a work so 
valuable for general distribution at the present 
time. 

Orders to be addressed, and Post-office Orders 
made payable, to Alfred W. Bennett, 5 Bishops- 
gate Street Without, London, F.C. 

Orders for six or more copies will be sent 
carriage free. 
Now Ready, 8vo, Limp Cloth, Price 1s, 6d. 

JAMAICA IN 1866. 
A NARRATIVE OF A TOUR THROUGH 
THE ISLAND, with Remarks on its Soeial, 
Educational, and Industrial Condition. By 
THomas Harvey and Wittiam Brewin. 
London: A. W. Bennett, 5 Bishopsgate Street 

Without. 


DONATIONS AND SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
1867. 
We beg to acknowledge, with thanks, the 
following Donations and Subscriptions re- 
ceived since our last : 
Donations. Ann.Subs. 








&ad & 8. d. 
Bellott, L. F. London . ae 
Binns, Henry, Croydon . 010 0 
Burke, S. C., Kingston, 
Jamaica ° , , me. 
Clarke, Rev. Henry,Grange 
Hill, Jamaica. . 42% 
Darby, Mrs. L., Coalbrook 
Dale . ° P ° .& 
Darby, Mrs. R. A., Bridge- 
north . ° ° . 1 1 0 
Helston Auxiliary, per 
W. C, Odger ° . 1 5 0 
Jones, Mrs. M. D., Bas- " 
church ° ° ‘ 1 1 0 
Joseland,George, W orcester 010 0 
Ketton, Rev. J. Hutton, 
Preston ° ; : 010 0 
Norris, William, Coal- 
brook Dale . ° é 0 5 0 
Norris, William G, ditto 05 0 





FORM OF BEQUEST TO THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN 
ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 


Z give unto the Treasurer or Treasurers, for the time being, of ‘The British and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society,” established in London in the year 1839, the sum of . 
Pounds Sterling, to be raised and paid for the purposes of the said Society, or of such part only 
of my Personal Estate as shall not consist of Chattels real or money secured on Mortgage of Lands 
or Tenements, or in any other manner affecting Lands or Tenements; and for which the receipt 
of such Treasurer or Treasurers shall be a sufficient discharge. 
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